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Malinee Poomonpean. (2011). The Online Databases Usage by Graduate Students
Central Library at the Central Library, Srinakharinwirot University. Master’s
Project, M.A. (Library and Information Science). Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Ms. Sasipimol Prapinpongsakorn.

This study aimed to investigate and compare online database usage including its
problems by graduate students at Central Library, Srinakharinwirot University, according to
the subjects of health science, science/technology; and humanities and social science. The
subjects consisted of 382 graduate students. Questionnaire was administered and then
data were analyzed and presented by percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The results revealed as follows:

1. In accordance with online database usage, it was found that;

1.1 The graduate students got information about the online databases through
library website and learned how to search by themselves and usually used at their own
residence.

1.2 The purposes of usage were for thesis/project, and report/assignment, the
method used was screen browsing and print on demand, they always used once a day with
the average of 40 minutes. However, they realized the usefulness of databases as well as
variety and convenience (24 hours and prompt access).

2. According to quantity of usage, it was found that their usage was at a moderate
level. When considered each databases usage, it showed that ProQuest Digital Dissertation
& Thesis was most frequently used while those of usage by students in health science,
science/technology were significant higher at .05 level than those of students in humanities
and social science. The databases they used included ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, Academic
Search Elite, Academic Search Complete, ACM, and ISI Web of Science, respectively whereas
the only database which those of students in humanities and social science more frequently
used was Education Research complete.

3. The problems of usage were at a moderate level as a whole. When considered
each aspects, it was found that network system/computer was the only one big problem,
that was inconvenience when especially when it was connected outside the university
network. When compared those in each subjects, there were no significant differences as a
whole and in each aspects, except in each items, it was found that; 1) those of students in
health science, science and technology had less time on usage than those of students in
humanities and social science, and 2) those of students in humanities and social science

needed more databases than those of students in health science, science/technology.
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