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Nipat Puengpaingam. (2014). Occurrence of Fallacy Argumentation on Web-Boards
Master thesis, M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Dr. Siriporn

Panyametheekul.

The objectives of this thesis are 1) to analyze and categorize fallacious arguments
on web-boards and 2) to study the strategies used in fallacious arguments on web-boards.
The data are drawn from 1,500 comments found in three different forum topics. The results
show that Fallacy of Agianst The Person and Group, and Fallacy of Irrelevant Conclusion
are used in every topic. The use of Fallacy of Agianst The Person and Group shows that
argumentation on web-boards is usually an attack on other people’'s flaw such as their
education, occupation or even their past in order to undermine other’s opinions and
discredit others. The Fallacy of Irrelevant Conclusion shows that most people like to give
examples that are of little relevance which cause the following comments to stray off the
topic.

As for strategies used, it was found that irony is the number one strategy, followed
by subjective reasoning, discrimination and giving one’s own experience. The results show
that web-board users tend to use their subjective feelings to argue against others.
Therefore, irony and subjective reasoning are found in almost all arguments. Discrimination
refers to dividing people who give comments into pros and cons. Finally, arguers tend to
reason by giving their own experience as an example to support their point.

The fact that irony and subjective reasoning are the most used strategies show that
fallacious arguments are caused by people judging on a situation based on their own

experience and feelings.
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3. \WANAIRA (Fallacy)
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NsANEURNAdLTRENNFIAANY @3 Al (Aristotle) (Hasper.  2013: 31-47;
Hamblin. 1970: 9-13; laz van Eemeren; & Grootendorst. 2004: 73) AINNIANTTDID
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LuIAATR9aIa LA NANEINNT T MRANARTR It ATIzia LAWY (Dialogue) THitinan

Az luLnyaAuALY (Monologue) 16 uazdam (Locke. 1961) MHANEINLINGNNITUARS

o

FauAAa (Ad Hominem) n13819Aa31aE  (Ad Ignorantiam)
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3.1 UeNNUBUNANKILRA
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HNUAY (Hamblin. 1970: 12) HgMNAMNUNILTRUNANARIRE
“Fallacious argument is one that seem to be valid but is not so0.”
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2004: 158) mﬁﬂfmmmmmmammumﬁ

“A standard definition of fallacy is an argument that seems to be valid but

that is not valid.”
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2) IMRANALNNIAININAAINE (Psychological Fallacy)
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1. m'i'a"wﬂfmu"hié' (Appeal to ignorance) lAnuazlALaEw (Copi; & Cohen.

1998: 162) na1d1 Mt wlafidunnsdednliinnsngailunnen luidlasigauladni
a a A

N3E UtULan (2547 : 88) LLNN19819
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2. n1saeaunalaalaigay (Appeal to inappropriate authority) TaRuazliALEL
(Copi; & Cohen. 1998: 165) uay N96 ryiaa (2547: 88) TiAfianumdneiu Ae uniedna
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3. n1slanByAAa/NN (Against the person and group) Iaiuaslataw (Copi; &
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(9) Sara: Professor Elliott gave an excellent lecture last night on sculpture and the creative
process. She suggested that one of the best ways for a sculptor to make a piece of stone or
metal to came alive is to imagine himself or herself inside the piece being sculpted — trying
to get it out.

Phillip : | have no interest in Professor Elliott’s opinions. I'd be surprised if any piece of

her sculpture has ever even “placed” in an art show. Have you ever seen any of her junk?

anFaagng (9) 1AL (Phillip) ldiiuAae AW ANARLadAIdNTIANIETR AT RN
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(10) Father : Owen, | really don't think that you should be drinking. Alcohol tends to dull your
sense, reduces your physical control, and may even become psychologically addicting.
Son : That's not very convincing argument, Dad, when you're standing there with that

bourbon in your hand.
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4. MSBNAMNFANUBIAURIUNN (Appeal to emotion) TafiuaziaLau (Copi; &
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5. nnsaneaNusiula (Appeal to pity) TauazlaLau (Copi: & Cohen. 1998:
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9. NsTsUANUANA (False cause) taiuaszlatau (Copi; & Cohen. 1998: 185)
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(17) Amy : This college is very paternalistic in its student policies.
Lori : What reasons do you have for saying that?

Amy : Because they treat the students like children.
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(19) An elephant is animal; therefore a small elephant is a small animal.
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(21) Karen : If Ben doesn’t stop harassing me, I'm going to report him to my supervisor
Mark : (Speaking to Ben later) Karen was talking to me today about you harassing her,

and she said that she was going to report you to her supervisor.
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16. Msuanuy (Fallacy of division) tauazlata (Copi; & Cohen. 1998: 196)
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