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Yutthasat Nuancharoen. (2014). The Study of Kruer-Tho Music in Su-Ngai Padi District
Narathiwat Province. Master Thesis. M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof.

Dr.Kanchana Intarasunanont, Assst. Prof. Dr.Rujee Srisombut.

The present research study was aimed at investigating the history, physical
features, relevant culture, songs, and method of playing of Kruer-Tho music in Su-Ngai Padi
district, Narathiwat. The data was collected mainly through fieldwork from January to
December, 2013. Reviewing relevant documents also provided data for the study.

The findings revealed that Kruer-Tho, which could be classified as an idiophone, is
a local musical instrument played in Narathiwat. The instrument was once popular among
Muslim herdboys in the area. Its popularity had extended to adults, prompting the changes
in its physical features and the way it was played. The physical features of the instrument
have been developed to have 5 different features. In terms of playing, Kruer-Tho was
played in groups, paving way for the competition of Kruer-Tho bands to become
increasingly widespread. Each band had 7 members. Concrete rules for the Kruer-Tho band
competition were formulated in 1975. The playing and practicing of Kruer-Tho became
popular in Su-Ngai Padi in 1957. The popularity of Kruer-Tho reached its peak in 1982 and
there were more than 20 Kruer-Tho bands in Su-Ngai Padi at the time. Then, the playing of
the instrument started to become less famous and the competition of Kruer-Tho bands was
scarcely held. At present, there are around 5 Kruer-Tho bands in Su-Ngai Padi. Kruer-Tho
which is still in use up to the present day is of two features: coconut Kruer-Tho and wooden
Kruer-Tho. The coconut Kruer-Tho has a coconut as a body and a bamboo plank on top.
Meanwhile, the wooden Kruer-Tho’s body is made of hardwood and has a trophy-like shape
with a jackfruit tree plank on top. The Kruer-Tho makers try their best to make every piece
of Kruer-Tho in the band produce approximately the same pitch.

In the present day, Kruer-Tho is played as a recreational show hired for special
occasions with no competition or judgment for winner. It has changed a lot from the past in
which Kruer-Tho band competitions were usually held after harvest seasons. However, the
Kruer-Tho shows in the present time remain diverse as they are of Kruer-Tho band and of
single Kruer-Tho with 1-2 performers. The tradition of Kruer-Tho playing has created several
beliefs which can be linked to Islamic teachings and Thai Muslim ways of life. Two songs

which are often used in the shows are Prachan, a championships song and Hae, a parade



song. Both are short instrumental music with arousing rhythms but have inconstant tempos.
Nowadays, it is common among Kruer-Tho bands to rearrange the form of the songs to

have an appropriate length for each occasion.
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