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This thesis aimed to analyze the semantic features of compared form and compared
matter of life in Thai riddles. It also aimed to analyze the reflected concepts from the
semantic features in Thai riddles.

The research results revealed that the semantic features of compared form and
compared matter has been compared by using non-living things compared with living things
the most in amount of 128 items from the 244 items of Thai riddles that has been use in
this study which is 52.46 percent. Next sequence is living things compared with living things
in amount of 82 items which is 33.61 percent. Finally is living things compared with
non-living things in amount of 34 items which is 13.93 percent. However, there is notify that
the riddle creator often compared non-living things as living things by using some
co-characteristics of two matters to compare with each other. It was found the semantic
features that have been use to compare with living things were (1) the human semantic
features, (2) the animal semantic features, (3) the plant semantic features, (4) the
construction semantic features and (5) the utensil semantic features. The function of living
things in Thai riddles has been found that the semantic features of living things showed the
relative between question and answer by connecting the relation between question and
answer, to make respondents can interpret the meaning. Also by connecting duty to
derogate understanding which showed the wisdom of using language by Thai people who
created the riddles. Moreover, the semantic features of living things have been created the
entertainment in the riddles as well.

The reflected concept from semantic features in Thai riddles reflected the language
users’ thinking process in 2 aspects were (1) the concept about nature, such as, humans is
the part of the nature, animals and plants are the part of the nature, and (2) the concept
about culture that place important to the family relation and the important of Thai way of life

in many issues, such as, habitations, utensils, dressing and foods.
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