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A STUDY OF MARRIAGE LIFE BETWEEN THAI WOMEN AND FOREIGN MEN

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Mayura Kraikrueng. (2013). A Study of Marriage Life between Thai Women and Foreign
Men. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (Guidance and Counseling Psychology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor:

Asst. Prof. Dr. Totsaworn Maneesrikum.

The purpose of this research was to study a marriage life between Thai women and
foreign men was to study whether a sample can adapt to live with a spouse who was
different race and culture via a case study method by purposive sampling of 3 people.
Inclusion criteria were a Thai woman who was living with a foreigner at least five years,
couple either official marriage or not couple official marriage in the upper Southern region of
Thailand e.g. Phetchaburi and Prachuapkhirikhan.

The results showed factors affecting Thai women to make a decision to marry
foreigners are in order to avoid hardship and because of experiencing unsuccessful love
with a Thai man who lack family responsibilities. In addition, there were expectations of the
local community to support their children to see advantages of having a foreign husband in
order to change the living conditions of the family. Thai women who married a foreigner,
therefore, seek a chance for their own lives and expect a better future. So, they try to
change the living conditions that occurring current values as a result. Eventhough,
traditional social belief often sees the woman who married a foreigner as to find benefits
from them, the information received from individual experiences made the researcher aware
potential values under those actions. Comprising gratitude towards their parents, family

responsibilities, and expectations from the community.
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