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S. Imtheng band, Bang-klam District, SongkhlaProvince. Master Thesis M.F.A
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This research aims to study the development of the modern musical instruments of Lamduan
S. Imtheng band, Bang-klam District, Songkhla Province by using anthrop musicology as the way of
study. The data are collected from fieldwork surveys and interviews analyzed from June 2012 - April
2013. The purposes of this research are as follows.

1. To study the development of the modern musical instruments in the shadow play of
Lamduan S. Imtheng band, Bang-klam District, Songkhla Province

2. To study the factors influencing the development of the modern instruments in the
shadow play of Lamduan S. Imtheng band, Bang-klam District, Songkhla Province

3. To study the role and function of the modern instruments played in the shadow play of

Lamduan S. Imtheng band, Bang-klam District, Songkhla Province

The result of the study shows that the shadow play was often played to narrate the local
folklore and literature in the past because it has great contents and moral mottoes, without rude slang
or nasty language that is suitable for audiences of all ages. The music played in the shadow play was
totally the Thai music. But nowadays, the shadow play has not popularly played to narrate folklore or
literature because the content of folklore and literature are rather fixed. The content of the shadow
play has recently been adapted and commonly related to current issues. The music of the shadow play
has been changed as well. The modern instruments such as guitar, keyboard, drum kit and bass can
make a variety of sound; therefore, they have been used together with the original ones and served a
prominent role in the shadow play.

The factors influencing the development of the modern instruments in the shadow play of
Lamduan S. Imtheng band are from the limitation of the original instruments that are not perfect
enough to create a variety of sound in different contents. This is the reason why the band has to play
the modern instruments together with the original ones. Moreover, there have been many bands of the
shadow play recently and they have competed with each other. If they simply play the performance
with only the original instruments, they will not be famous. Nowadays, most of the shadow bands
play the modern instruments in their performance and it is hardly to find the band using only original

instruments to perform the show.



As the original and modern instruments are played together in the shadow play, the original
instruments must be regarded as the major role and function. It is said in the past; the modern
instruments were played in general songs which are not related to the shadow play such as country
songs and modern Thai songs. The modern instruments are also used to support in some contents like
gags and funny scenes. The shadow player sometimes sangeither a country or a modern song.
Nowadays, the modern instruments are played together with the original ones in almost every scene
such as when engaging in foreplay, giving a prelude, and beginning a play. Furthermore, the modern
instruments are used instead of the original instruments or combined with the original instruments in

SOme SCences.
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