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Phinthip Khaopleum. (2013). Transmission of Piphat Mon Performing Culture in Amphoe Pakkred,
Nonthaburi Province. Master Thesis M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University Advisor Committee: Assistant Professor Dr. Rujee Srisombut.

Mon people are one ethnic who have had a strong culture and have lived in Thailand
for a very long time in history. As a result, some parts of Mon culture have been combined and
become a part in Thais way of life such as beliefs, traditions, foods in particularly Piphat Mon music
have become the identity and a part of funeral ceremonies. This research purposes were 1) to study
the historical background of Piphat Mon ensemble in Amphoe Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province. and
2) to study the transmission of Piphat Mon ensemble in the particular area. The qualitative research
methodology was employed by document analysis. Also, the data were collected by observing and
interviewing the musician gurus in Piphat Mon who had an expertise in transmission of Piphat Mon
performing and had been making a living with Piphat Mon music performing.

The research result, according to the first research purpose Historical analysis of Piphat Mon
ensemble found that in 1815 during the reign of King Rama II, the majority of Mon people were from
"Guan Lae Man" in Malamang, Mottama, Hong Sawadee, and Bassein. These people had evacuated
and have been living abundantly both in Amphoe Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province and Amphoe
Samkok, Pathumthani Province. They were pottery artists which was their original career, and also
brought either the culture of Piphat Mon music or Mon dance performancesto transfer and
dissemination in Amphoe Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province. These led Mon people in Amphoe
Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province and Amphoe Samkok, Pathumthani Province become famous in Piphat
Mon music and dance performing arts. However, it was not remained that which was the first Piphat
Mon ensemble in Amphoe Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province. But it was found that the famous Piphat
Mon musicians were the persons who transferred Piphat Mon performing arts to the musicians in the

particular area.



According to the second research purpose, the transmission of Piphat Mon performing culture
in Amphoe Pakkred, Nonthaburi Province was found that there were the customs, traditions and
methods which were the original culture of the musicians in the past generation had accumulated and
had become the culture of Piphat Mon ensemble performing in Amphoe Pakkred. At first when Piphat
Mon was original developed, it was so popular by many people. Then, there were a lot of Piphat Mon
ensembles. Later on, there were not any inheritances since there were not any people interested in
music but they preferred working in other careers rather than making a living with music. Since then,
some musicians ceased from Piphat Mon performing and some had sold the music instruments as
unfavorable economic conditions and the change of society. Some offered the instruments to the
schools in Amphoe Pakkred. As a result, there were less Piphat Mon ensembles than ever. At the
present, there are about 6 Piphat Mon ensembles left in Amphoe Pakkred which still perform and
transfer the arts of Piphat Mon music. However, some ensembles are available to perform only on
weekend since their members are working in the other careers and they sometimes also have to invite

members from each other ensembles to perform with their bands.
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