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Palachat Klinbangpud. (2013). The study of “Jayam”. Master thesis, M.F.A.(Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School , Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee:

Dr.Veera Phansue, Assist.Prof.Dr.Rujee Srisombat.

The Thesis of the study of “Jayam” is a qualitative research. The sample of this study is
Center of culture of Mon, Wang ka village. The address is 120 M.2, Nonglu, Sangklaburi,
Kanchanaburi. The purposes are to study history, making of Jayam, playing technique, role and
function of Jayam in Mon orchestra and occational songs.

The study found that Jayam is the national music instrument of Mon. It is presumed that it
was known in Thailand since the first part of Krungsriayutthaya with the story of a prince and a
princess of two different towns between a river with plenty of crocodiles. The prince crossed the river
by riding a crocodile. Until one day that crocodile was attacked by others and died with the prince. The
story made people respected the crocodile that honest and sacrificed itself for human. Therefore people
creating an instrument of Mon called “Jayam”. Jayam is the string instrument playing by plucking. It’s
the string instrument play with Mon ensemble. It’s the main melody.Jayam made by jackfruit
wood.design of crocodile scale with wide mouth, head, eyes, legs, feet and a bending tale. The punched
jackfruit wood from the bottom to make the sound. It has 3 strings and 13 nom.

It is played with a stick like pencil made by wood, horn or tusk. Method of playing is similar
to Thai Jakae. Tuning: the first line is Fa (F), the second line is Do (C), the third line is fa (F). The
mostly play with the first line with sometimes along with second and third line. The Mon always
playing inside but only repeatedly beating that they will play inside and outside like Thai. Before
making Jayam they always respect their teacher called “A-mai-a-jae”. It’s used before performing
every time. The Center of culture of Mon has setting up Hongsawadee Mon flute ensemble by bringing
Jayam and other instruments to play together and perform in some occasions such as village traditional
celebration, welcoming guest and other favorable celebration. The popular songs are
Songpayahongthong, one of the responsibility/warship the center of the city, entertaining place of
Hongthong , 12 dancing posture and Suwannaphum culture song. It seems like Jayam is the ancient

music instrument of Mon. It’s suitable for preservation and propagation to posterity.
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