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ThapaneeSungsitivong. (2014). Khon: Thai TraditionalArtsand Cultural Media in
Contemporary Society Context. Dissertation,D.A. (Arts and Culture Research).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:
Assoc.Prof.PritSupasetsiri, Prof. Emeritus Dr. SurapolWiroonluck, Prof. Dr.

WiroonTungcharoen.

The study of Khon: Thai National Art and a cultural media in the context of
contemporary society. Obijective is to analize the development and the elements of Khon as a
performing arts and the cultural media in the contaxt of contemporay of Modern Thai Society.And
using qualitative research methods to Study Khon as media of contemporary culture by
gathering information from related documents. Moreover, interviewing with Gurus who have
much knowledge of Khon and withthe audiences of the Khon performance. Then analyze of the
data in order to summarize the results of the study.

From the Study, Khon had been influenced from Culture of Neighbor countries in Southeast
Asia and was combined together with the local culture and then became the main performance in the
important ceremony. It had altered and developed since former times to the modern times.
Although, Khon had been developed time to time, the main pattern or format of the
performance and story-line are still based on the story of Ramayana, which these had been
regularly conserved and developed, such as recorded of 1.Khon Klang Plang 2.Khon Rong
Nok or Khon Nung Rarw, 3.Khon Rong Nai, 4.Khon Nah Jor, 5.Khon Chark. Oncethe time and
social context had changed, developments in Khon performance have brought it to be as it is
today. Today Khon performance is classified by the agency or creator or producer of the
performance such as Khon of Departments of Arts, Khon of Sala Chalerm Krung, Khon
Prarachatarn (Khon under The Royal support of HM the Queen Sirikit), Khon amateur or Khon
Panish (Khon for Commercial) This development has changed its cultural meaning from
Performance for the Royal events to become the performance for Mass or for everyone.

Today, we can clearly see the adaptation of Khon such as the management of
teaching and learning, Performances’ Pattern or Format, Performances’ elements, Type of
Khon Performance and more Opportunities for both Khon performers to performs and for

Audiences to watch, New technology such asStage’s light and sound have been added to the



performance. These would help Khon to exist in today’s society and to get more support from
the audiences.

Khon is a Cultural media that people of the region can be recognized and understood. In
the perception of Thai Society, Khon is a High Class performance that reflects tothe social and
cultural pattern of Thailand such as Political, Social structure and Thai courtesy. Khon is a direct
media that teaches and points out the audiences for what is good or merit and what is bad or
sin which Good side always win over bad side. Khon is also a symbolic that expresses Thai
Culture through out its performance. Therefore, with the knowledge and understanding of the

Khon can cause pathway to conserve Thai culture.
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