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Ethical Problems During the Economic Crisis in the Finalists Short Story

of the S.E.A. Write Award.
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Nantana Rodsumran (2011). Ethical Problems during the Economic Crisis in the Short Story
Finalists for the S.E.A. Write Award. Master’s thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr. Supak
Mahavarakorn, Asst. Prof. Dr. Akhawit Ruangrong
The aim of this research study is to analyze ethical problems associated with social

problems and how the problems are presented in the short story finalists for the S.E.A. Write

Award during the economic crisis. The data were collected from one hundred and twenty

four short stories in the finalists for the 1999 and 2002 S.E.A. Write Award.

The result of the study showed that the authors reflected on seven types of the
ethical problems which could be related to the social problems in their stories, namely,
obsession with vices, disregarding the law, obsession with materialism, lacking discipline,
being more self-centered, abortion and mass media problems. Also, the findings revealed
that there were the relationships between all these ethical problems and the economic
situations arising in the society during the crisis. The techniques for presenting the
problems could be categorized into two main groups, direct and indirect techniques. For
the direct techniques, the problems were presented through stories’ narrators and
conversations; meanwhile, scenes, signs and news were employed to illustrate the
problems indirectly. These techniques of art created language could make the short story
finalists interesting and help readers perceive the ethical problems and the solutions

through them greatly.
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