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THE STUDY OF ADDRESS TERMS FOR PRIME MINISTER IN THE HEADLINE OF DAILY
NEWSPAPER AND READER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THEIR REFERENCE

AN ABSTRACT
BY
TASSAPOL TEMSUK

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of Requirement for the
Master of Education degree in Educational Linguistics
at Srinakharinwirot University

June 2012



Tassapol Temsuk. (2012). The Study of Address terms for Prime Minister in the Headline of
Daily Newspapers and Reader’s Attitude toward their References. Master’'s Project,
M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics) Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Project Adviser: Dr. Supattra Tongkalaya

The study aimed to investigate linguistic forms of address terms for prime ministers
appeared in the headlines of daily newspapers and attitude of the students who are
interested in politics and Thai language. The sample group of this study included 100
Srinakharinwirot university students, 50 majoring in political science and 50 majoring in Thai.

The results of the study in the first phase showed that the choices of the address
terms for the prime ministers in the headlines of daily newspapers are: nickname, first name
and position. The chi square test result revealed that the choice of address terms for the
civil prime minister and the army prime minister was significantly different at 0.05 level.

In the second phase of the study investigating the students’ attitudes toward the
address terms for prime minters in the headlines of daily newspaper, the analysis of the t-
test independence revealed that the attitudes of the students majoring in political science
and Thai language significantly varied at 0.05 level. It can be seen that social factors
influencing the choices of address terms for the speaker, the listener, and the target person

are: social status, speech community, respect, and intimacy.
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Superior high status
e.g. Prime Minister Vice Chancellor school

principal

Subordinate low status

e.g. ordinary citizen university student school pupil
nsznau 3 The status dimension

1 : Laurie Bauer, Janet Holmes, and Paul Warren. (2006). Language Matter. p.238
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