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Tongchai Luangtong. (2011). Music for Ramtong Dance Of Karen Group at Ban Phapok,
Suanpueng District, Ratchaburi Province. Master Thesis. M.F.A.(Ethnomusicology)
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor committee:

Dr.Janida Tangdejahiran, Associate Professor: Kanchana Intarasunanon.

The proposes of this research are to study the status and role of the music and
the music instrument of Ramtong Karen show and to study lyrics and analyze a song used
in the Ramtong Dance of Karen at Pha Pok , Suanpueng District, Ratchaburi Province.

The research is based on Ethnomusicology principle, compiling and summarizing
the study grounded on observing data and interview Karen singers and musicians as well
as experts about lyrics of Ramtong of Karen at Ban Pha Pok. It's defined to Karen who
lives in Suanpueng Subdistrict, Suanpueng District, Ratchaburi Province boundary.

From the study it's found that the Music for Ramtong Dance Of Karen Group at
Ban Phapok, Suanpueng District, Ratchaburi Province has 2 songs; “Na Deui Ta Koo” and
Tai Kwa Pa Du La Ta Na Ta Ku”. These songs have a characteristic of general folk song.
Karen song is inherited by oral method. For the melody, there is only one main melody but
you can use it to sing in various lyrics which are able to be extended or cut following to the
length of lyrics. Since the melody and lyrics may be changed following the suitability, it can
not be only judged that which rhythm is the most correct, also it can not tell who the first
composer is. This show is able to perform in the general festival locally and neighborhood
with simply style of rhythm and melody. Music instruments of Ramtong Dance consist of
“Na Deui, Pee Lui, Tai Poh, Tai Jee, Mong, flute and organ”

Due the melody of Karen song has a simply rhythm, all kinds of Karen songs
usually use “Simple Duple Time and Compound Duple Time” without chorus. It's called
monophonic. Also Form is used in term of unity form.

The music in Karen Ramtong Dance is harmonized with a simply life style of
countrymen who are mainly farmers and culture. This show is such a unique show. In the
present as the change of society make Karen have to accept the changes into their

lifestyle. They are interested
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