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Thapanita Sawangsri. (2011). The Characteristic in Regional Novels of Mai Mouengderm
Master Thesis. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Dr. Pornthada Suwatanawani, Dr.Witchukorn Thonglo.

This study investigated 21 titles of Mai Muangduem’s works through literary
element and writing strategy. The results reveal as follows:

According to the uniqueness of theme and plot, it was found that there were two
plots as (1) conflict caused by love which includes love through competing, between two
lovers, and social status’ s prevention; and (2) conflict caused by malice which the head
character often be threatened, defamed or insulted resulting impressed malice as the main
problem. There were 5 apparent themes including love, local tyrant’'s empowerment,
religion, social change, and male pride.

In accordance with the uniqueness of character, it showed that the author created
male characters as being outstanding and presenting honesty, pride, truth and adoration
whereas the female characters as being loved by male as well as presenting adoration,
while the enemy characters as being paralleled against outstanding character with higher
social status and presenting cruel characteristic.

As to the uniqueness of writing strategy, there were four of titling strategy,
namely, titing according to circumstance, location name, crisis adaptation, and main
character; plotting strategy, the author firstly presented with scenery, character or event,
story sequencing as to festival calendar, season of local way of life, and ended with
tragedy or happiness; dialoguing strategy, the author used dialect language as seen by
proverb, definite or indefinite article, impolite words, as well as old language, however this
dialogue represents the relationship of character as to Thai family, characteristic of the
characters, processing instead of narration in order to indicate omen and establish
amusement; there were 4 of scenery strategy, as natural scene, way of life scene by
farmer and fisherman, scene of ritual and traditional ceremony.

It can be concluded that Mai Muangdeum’ s country novels are full with

uniqueness reflecting interesting folk way.
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