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Manot Moonsap. (2012 ). A Change in Education of Thai Women in The Reign of King
Rama V (1868 — 1910). Master’s Project, M.Ed. ( History ). Bangkok: Graduate

School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor. Piyanard Ungkawanichakul

The purpose of this thesis is to study the history of women education in Thailand
and analyze the changes in the reign of King Rama V through primary and secondary
documents. The findings can be concluded as follows :

First, regarding the education in Thailand prior to the reign of King Rama 1V,
monks played an important role for the commoners, especially boys. As for girls, they
lacked the opportunity in education except women in high society, including royal family
members. Noble families liked to send their children to study in the royal palace in different
schools. Regarding female commoners, they were taught at home about household subjects
by their mothers. According to Thai tradition, men and women had different status and roles.
Women were supposed to follow men who were the leaders of their family. In legal aspect,
women were considered as an asset of their parents, and when they were married, they
became an asset of their husband. Importantly, Thai society did not favor women education
for fear that women would be able to contact men easily such as by writing poems which
was against the social value at that time.

Second, when Thailand became more open to westerners, status and role of
women in Thailand started to change. King Rama IV permitted missionaries to teach princes
and princesses in the royal palace and let the missionaries to establish women schools in
Bangkok and outside Bangkok. In addition, new laws were enacted to increase social and
education opportunity of Thai women.

Third, in the reign of King Rama V, he set a foundation of reforms to modernize
countries in many aspects including administration, economy, society, culture and
education. He also focused on education of his people because education was essential to
develop the country sustainably. As a consequence, he initiated building women schools in

Bangkok and later in other cities of the kingdom.



In conclusion, although the education of women in school system expanded slowly
compared with men due to the lack of budget and educational personnel, the changes in
the education of Thai women during the reign of King Rama V was a significant factor that
led to social, cultural and value changes regarding women working outside home and this

has led to further developments.
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