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Patchanee Ploynil. (2012 ). Expression Through Painting: A Case Study
Of Cambodian Children’s Painting In Rongklue Market.
Master thesis M: Ed. (Arts Education). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Associate Professor

Wunnarut Tungchareon, Associate Professor Prit Suphasetsiri.

This research aimed to analytically study an expression through painting from a case
study, the paintings of the children in Rongklue Market. The total sample was 8 Cambodian
children in Rongklue Market selected by simple random sampling. The research instruments
were the painting test consisted of 5 activities: a free painting, a family painting, an objective
painting, an impression painting; & a future painting, the painting study tools, and the
background interview with the Cambodian children. The result of the research was presented
by a description.

The result of this research showed that the painting activity encouraged the children to
attain pleasant feeling and the development in body, emotion, social skill; & mind as well as
creativity and imagination. The painting activity also reinforced the expression of emotion,
feeling; & experience of the children which were all resulted in a form of the paintings of the
things they liked or interested. The children had different background; & imperfect families.
Certain children lost their mothers; & were neglected by fathers so they had to live with
grandmothers since babyhood. Certain children were raised by only mother or only father.
Some had both fathers; & mothers but lived in poor conditions with many siblings, a maimed
father; & a conflicted family. During the painting activity, the problems and the desires of the
children were manifested through their painting. The image which the children mostly expressed
in their paintings was a home. The image of a home in their paintings reflected the desire for a
home and a dwelling which is one of the four requisites, the basic desire of human. Although
these Cambodian children had different backgrounds, they all shared the same dream for
having a perfect, happy, safety life within the society.

Moreover, the Cambodian children’s painting ability was in accordance with the
Drawing Realism, the fourth stage in Viktor Lowenfeld’s theory of the stages of artistic
development which consists of drawing people, picture arrangement, colour selection; &
design. The Cambodian children fully expressed only certain dimensions of the fourth stage; &
partly expressed the remaining dimensions. This reflected their background knowledge,

experiences; & living conditions which were different from each others.
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