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Pannika Saelee. (2012). A Study of Phi Phad Mon ensemble in Bang Yai district,Nonthaburi
province. Mater thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate school,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisors Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr.Veera Phansue,

Assoc. Prof.Dr.Rugee Srisombut.

The purpose of this research is to study the management of the Phi Phad Mon
ensemble in the Bang Yai District, Nonthaburi and to study the steps of the Phi Phad Mon
ensemble in funeral rituals. Data was gathered from related documents and field data by
means of an interview, participatory observation, and non-participatory observation. The
data was analyzed by content analysis. The findings revealed as follows:

At the present, there are 9 bands of the Phi Phad Mon ensemble in the Bang Yai
District. All the bands have been inherited from their ancestors since the bands were first set
up. Musicians can be divided into two groups: Kru Sakon Kaewpenkart and Kru Yohd
Sriyoo. Each band does not have its specific musicians as the musicians are free to play
with any band depending on the contact between them and the band leader. The location
used to teach music is the teacher’s house. Some disciples can also stay there, but there is
no one staying there with the teachers now. If someone wants to learn this kind of music, he
has to be really interested and his parents have to take them to the teacher. The rite of
accepting disciples will be arranged only on Thursday’s or Sunday’s starting by playing
Pleng Sathukarn to touch disciple’s hands. There are both ancient teaching methods -
teaching through Pleng Hom Rong Chao and Pleng Hom Rong Yen and applied method —
starting teaching through easy songs. The teacher also teaches Phi Phad Mon together with
Phi Phad Thai. Normally, the course is taken around 17.00 — 18.00 every day or at the
weekend. The course draws less attraction from Thai youths now.

Phi Phad Mon ensemble are normally only shown at funeral rituals but both Kru
Sakon and Kru Kalong have cancelled all the shows now. The musical instruments normally
are placed neatly at the show. The musicians will sit on chairs and musical instruments are
placed on a table decorated by a beautiful folded cloth. There are also light bulbs
decorated around the ensemble but there are no peacock tail feathers to be found as in the
past. The steps of the Phi Phad Mon ensemble in funeral rituals can be categorized into two
kinds. The first kind is ritual songs covering Pleng Prajumwat, Pleng Prajumban, Pleng
Yoksob, Pleng Rabpra-Songpra, Pleng Judthubtian, and Pleng Prachan Mon Chao-Plen.

Another kind is general songs covering Pleng Tao, Pleng Thai, and Pleng Thai Samniang Mon.
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