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POLITICS IN PAINTTING : CONCEPTS AND PROCESSES
OF CREATIVITY

AN ABSTRACT
BY
THAWIT WONGPLAI

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements For the
Doctor of Arts degree in Arts and culture Research
at Srinakharinwirot University

March 2014



Thawit Wongplai. (2014). Politics in Painting:Concepe and processes of creativity
Artists. Dissertation. DA. (Arts and culture research). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor committee: Assoc.Prof.Prit Supasetsiri.

Prof.Dr.Wiroon Tangjarern. Assoc. Prof.Amnard Yensabai.

The objectives of this research are threefold. Firstly, it is intended to study the
reflection of political situations in social, political, and cultural contexts in paintings.
Secondly, this research investigates the rationale behind in reflecting political situation
in Thailand through artists’ creation of paintings. Thirdly, techniques and processes in
creating paintings which reflect Thailand’s political situations are examined.

Findings of the research in Thailand’s politics in paintings show that: 1) the contents
in the paintings reflected behaviors of Thailand’s politicians which have gradually turned
out to be the culture of the society. The society which used to respect religions’ lessons
as their ways of behaving has been changing into transformation crisis. Thailand’s
political turmoil has divided the country. The consequence has hindered peaceful and
reconcile situation in Thai society and the culture. 2) The artists who have lived with
these political situations shared their experiences through their creating of paintings in
order to record the situations in the history, tell stories, and warn the citizens about the
results of political conflicts which have been destroying the society, its culture and
security of the country. 3) The artists expressed their opinions through the contents of
their paintings, and their feelings about effects of political conflicts towards Thailand’s
society and culture by using metaphor and caricatures of situations, people and their
personalities. The artists also applied symbolism of the situations through the uses of

materials, oil painting, acrylic painting, watercolor painting and black ink on paper.
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