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Kanteera Winyoowijak. (2012). The Economic Development of Myanmar Under the Burmese
Socialist Programme Party Governerment, 1962-1988. Master’s Project, M.A.
(Asian History). Bangkok: Graduat School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor

Committee: Ajarn Sunya Chevaprasert

This master project aims at studying the economic development of Myanmar under
the Burmese Socialist Programme Party Government 1962-1988, to study the effect of the
development and the implementation of the plan. The research which is presented in an
analytical description form uses historical methodology through collecting documents in Thai
and English source.

The results of this study found that when the military took over power in 1962 the
Revolutionary Council formed by the army. The Revolutionary Council ruled the country from
1962 to 1973.

Soon after the take-over, the Revolutionary Council introduced the Burmese Way to
Socialism. This was the blueprint for action to restructure the economic and political
institutions in line with “socialism”. The military founded the only ruling party, the Burma
Socialist Programme Party (BSPP or the Lanzin Party) along with mass peasant and worker
groups to mobilize the populace in implementing the goals of the government. Self-reliance,
independence and strict neutrality were emphasized in its foreign policy. In the mid-1960s,
the government carried out the nationalization and Burmanization of trade, industry and
commerce. In short, an inward-looking policy had been formulated and implemented.

Although some of the objectives in the political agenda and social programmes were
achieved to during the mid-1960s. Burma’s economy remained stagnant: average annual
growth rates of real gross domestic product (GDP) and per capita GDP decreased. Paddy
production decreased during the same time. This resulted in rice riots and escalating
consumer prices in 1967. The consequence was mounting political opposition while the
economy adjusted by producing a huge black market. This forced the government to reform
some of its policies, practices and even institutional structures. Thus, in 1972 the ruling party
adopted a Twenty-Year Plan, which is know as the Long-Term and Short-Term Economic

Policies of the Socialist Programme Party.



In the mid-1980s, the government tried to contain the deteriorating situation by cutting
down imports and public investment while at the same time printing money to finance the
budget deficit. The first two measures slowed growth whereas the third caused the black
market to grow and inflation escalate. These in turn led the government to the demonetization
of the kyat in 1985 and 1987. There was a widespread discontend at the government. This
resulted in uprising spread throughout the country on 8 August 1988 by the people. The
uprising ended on 18 September, after a bloody military coup by the State Law and Order

Restoration Council (SLORC) and to eventual collapse of the socialist regime in 1988.
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i Real GDP Real GDP #laia
(A1139) (Rm)
1938/39 6,483 395.3
1947/48 4,663 262.1
1948/49 3,983 218.1
1951/52 4,767 254.4
1956/57 6,424 304.0
1961/62 7,758 335.4
1966/67 8,355 330.1
1970/71 10,388 374.1
1973/74 11,088 375.6
1974/75 11,620 385.2
1975/76 12,321 399.6

wn: David . Steinberg. (1981). p. 32.
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sAaneLlan N19IAUN
ARn91dIU
i 59 AanawdT i3 AAALET  91ANF998N/21ANTTLNA SANdeesn
1962-63 222 378 149 166 2,973 443
1963-64 222 395 149 159 3,000 447
1964-65 229 357 149 155 3,167 472
1965-66 229 499 149 147 3,248 484
1966-67 251 1,400 163 165 3,196 521
1967-68 265 1,300 172 209 3,360 578
1968-69 265 900 172 528 4,087 703
1969-70 311 568 172 244 3,877 667
1970-71 614 628 172 281 2,703 465
1971-72 311 1,038 172 538 2,436 419
1972-73 427 1,109 204 582 2,509 512
1973-74 640 1,344 431 729 1,916 826
1974-75 710 1,368 431 744 3,733 1,609
1975-76 804 1,283 431 679 4,074 1,756
1976-77 SOk ™ 1:128 431 579 2,684 1,157
1977-78 894 1,368 431 732 3,185 1,373
1978-79 935 1,674 446 =732 3,226 1,439
1979-80 935 1,176 446 1,211 3,349 1,494
1980-81 935 1,647 472 1,253 3,190 1,506
1981-82 894 1,289 472 1,833 4,978 2,350
1982-83 894 1,500 472 1,986 5,317 2,510
1983-84 894 1,834 472 2,291 3,750 1,770
1984-85 894 2,022 472 2,444 3,341 1,577
1985-86 894 2,126 472 2,521 2,790 1,317
1986-87 894 2,139 472 2,597 3,010 1,421
1987-88 894 5,747 472 2,879 1,737 820
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AN 9189NUEAINNITIRY \sEgna uardianfadnilseangu 132a1 A.A. 1988-89 (Myat Thein.

(2004). Economic Development of Myanmar. p. 92.)
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A8 N3L7jRTE Wsa Green Revolution @alinadianiu 499473 Tudszmauingin uaz 419

Tuwlszmaastiud®

T A 1962 yallssannilanas uazyatianaa (Rockefeller and Ford Foundation) 16

atluayulininianessanita[aednauIuaTis (International Rice Research Institute: IRRI) 1
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UszmaiRmLTudlna il vsnaienazaisaanugina linduhllfad199aainidusausn
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A any o oala ' pRp o , o o v Aadlyo o & v o A @
W@ﬂﬂiﬂ@qﬂwuﬁqwmﬁﬂqq IR-8 'V]Nﬂm@ﬂﬂmzLmULmﬁl’]ﬂUﬂlf]’]@q@VI]’LmVﬂ@qL?QLL@Q uuﬂ'ﬂLﬂmﬂ')
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o

ugsiuRelufsess pevauessiailags lilaududne Tilsadouas wasndrdtype Minauanls

1 a aa o -
wanluy ynlens. (2530). UdAgAaueAaen 1AUALD: NINEBNTBNINEATNIINUAZ17TTINNME uiln
ot saun In@msena. wil (8).

2 o o o i
811y sule. (2555). ssuwinwaslutszinalng : nisinwasuauifaqiuuseinsmnsiall (Chemical

Agriculture). (online).

3 'S A aea a o A o ao .
TUYUNA ANAZBA. (2555). N7UJIATE UNANARINT uazn17A9UANIAETIIF. (online).
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71379 10 wamenisiui lunisdgninauasnanandnaiivsal a.e. 1960-90

nauinaasniTNas
angnaLaus ANUUNFNY
1DIHNANAR AN

TEZLIA foudi HANAS
1960-65 2.81 3.01 -0.20
1965-70 -0.26 -0.62 0.36
1970-75 2.52 1.24 1.27
1975-80 6.35 -0.77 718
1980-85 1.33 -0.49 1.83
1985-90 -0.51 0.35 -0.86

Nk Myat Thein. (2004). Economic Development of Myanmar. p. 94.
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Al 1 dl a ==& o v o ] QIQJ al o o Y o
Fiatl WFLHaNANIUN DIANEIUEAINARLNRIUNLBINIARIUH LAz TR ANENINgS i1 1R

naiulneansellavsagaliv
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1uTIntlszandis (dairy products) &ndniaeel81lEuseenu (draught animals) @ v5ulfau

My ey o < : o oo & Wyey =
nemsnsswazt il Hnisuazauiiesugaainsy uaznisdeean dndniaelilinuasd
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TRATDIND 1962-63 1967-68 1972-73 1977-78 1982-83 1987-88
draulaen 7,550 7,647 7,241 9,319 14,146 13,420
f1aaa 32 50 26 92 128 154
d1alne 64 67 55 74 235 220
g 0 0 40 59 86 136
s 425 365 378 457 541 511
NG| 84 106 119 110 195 167
ﬁmquaf{ﬁ 199 164 183 244 349 428
e 55 48 44 41 97 73
1la 10 22 89 55 63 41
N9 14 12 15 15 17 15
#agl 1,272 1,423 2,000 1,763 3,660 3,510
11 16 36 42 47 62 49
Wan 23 16 27 31 33 28
NANLAY 95 73 115 133 138 157
nezIEN 24 14 20 22 26 40
HNgU 45 49 50 54 52 46
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Y & { A A ! ¥ d” o
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winazdmnadendannuenonnngt 2,800 Alawns uardnunnned luldumulszann

8.2 A1uarfN (hectares) ¥3atsrainnd 51.24 d7ul9 LATNUNUUAITNTENIDL 0.5 A1ULEAGN
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Al 1,020 2,188 115
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3 643 3,061 376
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e 2,416 6,041 150
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4. NISWAIUIATULANDINS
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5.N1SWRAIUIAIUARAIUNTTN
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TOP SECRET

THE
BURMESE WAY
TO
SOCIALISM

REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL
28Th APRIL 1962.

TOP SECRET

To be treated as Top Secret until officially announced

TOWARDS SOCIALISM IN OUR OWN BURMESE WAY

(Translated from the Burmese)

Our Belief

1. THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL OF THE UNION OF BURMA

does not believe that man will be set free from social evils as long as pernicious economic
systems exist in which man exploits man and lives on the fat of such appropriation. The
Council believes it to be possible only when exploitation of man by man is brought to an
end and a socialist economy based on justice is established; only then can all people,
irrespective of race or religion, be emancipated from all social evils and set free from
anxieties over food, clothing and shelter, and from inability to resist evil, for an empty
stomach is not conducive to wholesome morality, as the Burmese saying goes; only then can
an affluent stage of social development be reached and all people be happy and healthy in
mind and body.
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Thus affirmed in this belief the Revolutionary Council is resolved to march unswervingly
and arm-in-arm with the people of the Union of Burma towards the goal of socialism.

Fundamentals of our Policy

2. In setting forth their programmes as well as in their execution the Revolutionary Council
will study and appraise the concrete realities and also the natural conditions peculiar to
Burma objectively. On the basis of the actual findings derived from such study and appraisal
it will develop its own ways and means to progress.

3. In its activities the Revolutionary Council will strive for self-improvement by way of self-
criticism. Having learnt from contemporary history the evils of deviation towards right or
left the Council will with vigilance avoid any such deviation.

4. In whatever situations and difficulties the Revolutionary Council may find itself it will
strive for advancement in accordance with the times, conditions, environment and the ever
changing circumstances, keeping at heart the basic interests of the nation.

5. The Revolutionary Council will diligently seek all ways and means whereby it can
formulate and carry out such programmes as are of real and practical value for the well-
being of the nation. In doing so it will critically observe, study and avail itself of the
opportunities provided by progressive ideas, theories and experiences at home, or abroad
without discrimination between one country of origin and another.

Socialist Economy

6. The fundamental concept of socialist economy is the participation of all for the general
well-being in works of common ownership, and planning towards sufficiency and
contentment of all, sharing the benefits derived therefrom. Socialist economy aims at the
establishment of a new society for all, economically secure and morally better, to live in
peace and prosperity.

7. Socialist economy therefore opposes any pernicious economic system in which man
exploits man, and self-interest and self-seeking are the motivating forces.

8. Socialist economy does not serve the narrow self-interest of a group, an organization, a
class, or a party, but plans its economy with the sole aim of giving maximum satisfaction to
material, spiritual and cultural needs of the whole nation.

9. Socialist economy is the planned, proportional development of all the national productive
forces.

"Productive forces" is the collective term for natural resources, raw materials, instruments of
production, accumulated capital, peasants, workers, intelligentsia, technicians, know-hows
and experiences, skills, etc.
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Socialist economy proportionally plans, on the basis of the population and productive
forces, for sufficiency and abundance of consumer goods. While improving the standard of
living and increasing the purchasing power of the nation it also expands production.
Socialist economy thus solves the problem of unemployment and ensures security of a
means of livelihood for every individual.

10. In order to carry out socialist plans such vital means of production as agricultural and
industrial production, distribution, transportation, communications, All external trade, etc.,
will have to be nationalized. All such national means of production will have to be owned
by the State or co-operative societies or collective unions. Amongst such ownerships State
ownership forms the main basis of socialist economy. State ownership means ownership
by the whole nation itself, whereas ownership by co-operatives or collectives means group-
ownership by respective concerns. But as all forms of ownership will have to operate
within the framework of socialist national planning they are interdependent.

11. In building up an economy according to socialist plans every able individual will have to
work according to his ability. The material and cultural values that accrue will he distributed
in accordance with the quantity and quality of labour expended by each individual in social
production.

12. In socialist society equalitarianism is impossible. Men are not equal physically and
intellectually in the respective quantity and quality of service they render to society, and
differences are therefore bound to exist. But at the same time social justice demands that the
gaps between incomes are reasonable, and correct measures will be taken to narrow these
gaps as much as possible.

13. A socialist democratic state will be constituted to build up a successful socialist
economy. A socialist democratic state is based on and safeguards its own socialist economy.
The vanguard and custodian of a socialist democratic state are primarily peasants and
workers, but the middle strata and those who will work with integrity and loyalty for the
general weal will also participate.

14. Parliamentary democracy called “The People’s Rule” came into existence in history
with the British, American and French Revolutions against feudalism. It happens to be the
best in comparison with all its preceding systems.

But in some countries the parliament has been so abused as to have become only the means
by which the opportunists and propertied people deceive the simple masses.

In the Union of Burma also, parliamentary democracy has been tried and tested in
furtherence of the aims of socialist development. But Burma’s “parliamentary democracy”
has not only failed to serve our socialist development but also, due to its very
inconsistencies, defects, weaknesses and loopholes, its abuses and the absence of a mature
public opinion, lost sight of and deviated from the socialist aims, until at last indications of
its heading imperceptibly towards just the reverse have become apparent.

The nation's socialist aims cannot be achieved with any assurance by means of the form of
parliamentary democracy that we have so far experienced.
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The Revolutionary Council therefore firmly believes that it must develop, in conformity
with existing conditions and environment and ever changing circumstances, only such a
form of democracy as will promote. and safeguard the socialist development.

These then are the fundamentals of socialist economy.

PROGRAMME FOR TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM

Reorientation of views

15. In marching towards socialist economy it is imperative that we first reorientate all
erroneous views of our people.

Fraudulent practices, profit motive, easy living, parasitism, shirking and selfishness must be
eradicated.

16. We must so educate the people that to earn one’s living by. One’s own labour and to see
dignity in one’s own work comes into vogue. We must educate, lead by example and guide
the people away from the base notion that it is beneath one’s dignity to work by the sweat of
one’s brow.

17. Attempts must be made by various correct methods to do away with bogus acts of
charity and social work for vainglorious show, bogus piety and hypocritical religiosity, etc.,
as well as to foster and applaud bona fide belief and practice of personal morals as taught by
eithics (sic) and traditions of every religion and culture. We will resort to education,
literature, fine arts, theatre and cinema, etc., to bring into vogue the concept that to serve
others’ interests is to serve one's own.

Administrative machinery

18. In our road to socialism the existing bureaucratic administration is a big stumbling
block. To achieve our socialist aims with this effete machinery is impossible. Steps will
have to be taken to remove this bureaucratic machinery and lay firm foundations for a
socialist democratic one.

Defence Services

19. The existing Defence Services will also be developed to become national armed forces
which will defend our socialist economy.
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Economy

20. The Union of Burma is an economically backward agricultural country. The national
productive forces need to be continually developed to build up socialist economy. That is
why various productions that would be compatible with existing conditions and time will
have to be planned and developed. While modernizing the agricultural production which
forms the main basis of the national economy such industries as would be commensurate
with the natural resources and capabilities of the country will also be developed. In doing so
national private enterprises which contribute to national productive forces will be allowed
with fair and reasonable restrictions.

21. On the full realization of socialist economy the socialist government, far from neglecting
the owners of national private enterprises which have been steadfastly contributing to the
general well-being of the people, will even enable them to occupy a worthy place in the new
society in the course of further national development.

The question of nationalities

22. As the Union of Burma is a country where many indigenous racial groups reside, it is
only when the solidarity of all the indigenous racial groups has been established that
socialist economy which can guarantee the welfare of every racial group can be achieved. In
striving towards fraternity and unity of all the races of the Union we will be guided by what
General Aung San, our national leader, said at the A.F.P.F.L. conference held at the middle
terrace of the Shwedagon Pagoda on January 20, 1946:

"A nation is a collective term applied to a people, irrespective of their ethnic origin, living in
close contact with one another and having common interests and sharing joys and sorrows
together for such historic periods as to have acquired a sense of oneness. Though race,
religion and language are important factors it is only their traditional desire and will to live
in unity through weal and woe that binds a people together and makes them a nation and
their spirit a patriotism."

We, the peoples of the Union of Burma, shall nurture and hug a new patriotism as inspired
by the words of General Aung San.

Social Service

23. Education. -- The Revolutionary Council believes that the existing educational system
unequated with livelihood will have to be transformed. An educational system equated with
livelihood will be brought about. Science will be given precedence in education.

Our educational target is to bring basic education within the reach of all. As regards higher
education only those who have promise and enough potentialities and industriousness to
benefit from it will be permitted.

24. Health and Culture. -- Other social services such as Health, Culture, etc., shall flourish
in direct proportion to the tides of socialist success like the lotus and the water’s height
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Organizational march

25. In marching towards the goal of socialism the Revolutionary Council will base its
organization primarily on the strength of peasants and other working masses who form the
great majority of the nation. It will march also hand-in-hand with those who will work with
integrity and loyalty for national interest and well-being of the people.

26. The Revolutionary Council will therefore carry out such mass and class organizations as
are suitable for the transitional period, and also build up a suitable form of political
organization.

27. When political organizational work is carried out socialist democratic education and
democratic training will be given to the people so as to ensure their conscious participation.
(The Revolutionary Council believes and hopes that there will come about democratic
competitions which will promote socialist development within the framework of socialism.)
The aforesaid are in outline the belief, policy and programme of the Revolutionary Council
of the Union of Burma.

Responsibility of the people

28. The Revolutionary Council has faith in the people, and in their creative force.

The Revolutionary Council believes that the people will, with an active awareness of their
duties and responsibilities, play their part in full in this national revolutionary progressive
movement and programme under the leadership of the Revolutionary Council.

The Revolutionary Council reaffirms and declares again that it will go foward (sic) hand-in-

hand with the people to reach the goal of socialism.

THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL OF
THE UNION OF BURMA.

Rangoon, April 28, 1962.

G,U.P.C,P.O, -- No. 48, Min. of Information, 28-4-62--600--Mono--VII.

Published by the Information Department for the Revolutionary Council
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This is a statement of the Philosophy of the Burma Socialist Programme Party as approved and
adopted by the Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma at its twenty-second meeting. The
System of Correlation of Man and His Environment forms the guide to the Burma Socialist
Programme Party which considers that the citizens of the Union of Burma should know and
appreciate it. In compliance with a resolution of the Central Organising Committee of the Party,
therefore, the Secretary publishes it herewith.

THE SYSTEM OF CORRELATION OF MAN AND HIS
ENVIRONMENT

(Translated from the original statement in Burmese)

1. We, the citizens of the Union of Burma, strive to build, by the Burmese Way to
Socialism, a new socialist society of affluence where justice shall prevail.

We base our programmes, in our endeavours, on a philosophy which we have framed from a
close study of the nature of man and of his society.

We go to our tasks in the deep awareness that in building a socialist society of affluence
where justice shall prevail a close study of the nature of man and of his society is a pre-
requisite; that our philosophy and programmes should seek to extinguish the bad and
cultivate the good traits in man's moral character; that only thus can we achieve our goals.

What then is our philosophy framed from a close study of the nature of man and of the society in
which he lives?

2. Our philosophy* is our world-outlook. It forms particularly the ideology of our Party, our
view and appreciation of the society which is human and worldly.

Our Party's world-outlook, derived from a close study of man and the society he lives in, is as
follows:

* [highlighting in official English version — DA]
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I. THE THREE WORLDS

3. When we look at nature we see three worlds, viz., the material, the animal and the
phenomenal worlds.

The material world consists of the whole of our material environment. In other words it constitutes
the entire Okasaloka: the four principal elements of existence evincing apparently converse
characteristics which on deeper anal/sis are the same-abstract Earth whose characteristics are to
harden and to soften, abstract Water whose characteristics are to flow and to paste, abstract Air
whose characteristics are to expand and to contract, and< abstract Heat whose characteristics are
to heat and to cool; and the tangibles that we see or feel such as the forests and the mountains, the
seas and the skies, the planets, the stars and space.*

The animal world consists of all living and sentient beings like mammal, bird, reptile and fish. In
other words it means the entire Sattaloka

The phenomenal world consists of the entire process of nature manifested in the space-time
continuum of events of mind and matter, interacting in infinite patterns -- matter interacting with
matter, mind with mind and matter with mind. In other words it means the entire Sankharaloka,
embracing both the Okasaloka and the Sattaloka

* The vegetable kingdom has life but no consciousness, and is therefore categorised under the
material world.

Il. MAN AND HIS SOCIETY

4. In the world of phenomena which also embraces the other two worlds, it is the animal world which
is the most important of all the most useful of all and the most determinant of all.

Again in this animal world the human society of which we ourselves form a part is the most
important of all, the most useful of all, the most determinant of all and the noblest of all, for
amongst all the living and sentient beings it is only man who has the highest intellect and the
highest capability to use it.

Therefore, in studying the history of society as well as in solving its problems we should proceed
from the premise of man. The following are the principal features of our observations and
conclusions.

We conclude from our study of man that:
(a) he is concerned with all the three worlds, of which he is an image;

- in him combine the material body with life, mind and matter in their correlation, and the ceaseless process of
mutation;

- he belongs just as much to the material as to the animal and phenomenal worlds so that the study of man is
the study of the three worlds of nature.

We conclude from our study of man also that:

(b) the flux of his mind depends on his aggregate of matter; his mind cannot exist without this aggregate of
matter on which it must continually depend;

- while the mind, dependent as it is on matter, is not a material principle, having no stuff or substance, is
nevertheless a living reality; mind is the state of consciousness as a whole;
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- mind which is sentient and matter which is not are two different principles of nature and they meetin manina
continuing state of flux.

We conclude from our study of man also that:

(c) while man's mind is dependent on his aggregate of matter, it leads all his bodily, verbal and mental
actions in his social life;

- while consciousness arises from contact of sense-objects with sense-organs, yet without the aid of the mental
factor of advertence or attention, consciousness can neither take place nor be full;

- therefore it must be remembered that matter is not the sole source of the states of consciousness which arise
from and depend on causal action of matter on the one hand and of mind and mental factors on the other in
correlation.

We conclude from our study of man that:

(d) matter and mind in man are inseparably linked on the ever-turning wheel of change;

- everything that exists in nature is in a state of ceaseless change and man who is the aggregate of elements
of nature is also in a state of ceaseless change and motion.

- Here we must clearly see the difference between the change that takes place in inanimate matter and
that in man, the living being.

- The constant change in inanimate matter is caused by its own inherent mutability, the contending principles in
itself such as of heat and cold and environment. Change in matter comes from the ceaseless struggle of the
contradictory principles and also from their reciprocal actions, all inherent in matter itself.

- Man, on the other hand, in whom matter and mind exist as correlates, changes in both his elements, viz., the
material body and the mental body.

- Even as mind changes with the change in matter, so matter changes with the change in mind.
- Change in matter sometimes precedes that in mind; change in mind sometimes" precedes that in matter.
- Changes in mind and in matter are interdependent and reciprocal.

- Whenever a material force is dominant it is matter which causes the given change; whenever a mental force
is dominant, it is mind which causes the given change.

- In man, matter and mind change in correlation by way of reciprocity.

- In the process of change in man, however, mental flux far outstrips the material. The flight and flux of mind
are faster than light which travels at 186,000 miles per second.

- Mind is a process of complex motion, and it is volitional.

- While it is generally true that mind cannot move nor create beyond the allowances and limitations of material
energy, yet clearly it is the human intellect which discovers and harnesses the physical forces of the
material world.

Such, in the main, are the differences between material world and the human society.
We observe from our study of the processes of the phenomena of matter and of mind that:

(e) the process develops through insignificant and imperceptible degrees into significant and striking
strides;

- various conditions, happening by gradual steps in time and space, arrive at a stage when they combine, and
interact by way of reciprocity, giving rise to new sets of qualities, new forms of substances, new orders of
vitality, new arrangements of conditions, new shapes of subjects, new moulds of bodies, new formations and
such; this way all processes operate, towards birth and growth, or towards decay and death - they come to
pass, they change, and change further;
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- the cause of all formations and all dissolutions is not one but many; observe for instance the journey of man
from the womb to his tomb.

We observe from our study of man that:

(f) he is an egocentric animal;

- man's secondary feature is that he is also an altruistic social animal;
- he instinctively seeks freedom in which to live and act;

- human society is but an institution of human beings organized by them under their codes of law and
behaviour;

- man in his fundamental nature, either as an individual or a group, as a race or a nation, aspires, in this human
society, for the fulfilment of both his material and spiritual needs; we must recognize this as fundamental to the
nature of man;

- man serves social interests in order to serve his own; in so serving, his instinctive spirit of freedom incites him
to rise and shake off his fetters and clear his path of obstacles;

- in this way, thus, the egoism and the altruism in man, his designs and efforts to free himself from
encumbrances and restraints, act as forces in correlation giving direction to the course of history of the human
society.

Thus we observe and conclude from our study of the nature of matter and that of man that the Law of

Correlation is forever manifest between matter and matter, man's body and his mind, man and his
environment.

lll. THE LAWS OF PROCESS OF THE HISTORY OF THE HUMAN SOCIETY

The Development of the Life of the Human Society

5. If we understand the character of man and the laws of his evolution we can understand the same of his
society. Similarly if we can understand the character of man's society and the laws of its evolution we can
understand the laws of the history of the human society.

A man's life-span runs from the moment of man's conception to that of his death.

The continual material and mental processes and their reciprocal actions which all take place throughout a
man's life-span determine the fate of his life.

Similarly the material life and the spiritual life of the human society and their reciprocal actions determine the
course of the history of that society.

What, then, constitutes the material life of the human society?
And what constitutes the spiritual life of the human society?

The term material life of the human society means the formation and development of material instruments
and such materials as food, clothing, shelter and commodities essential for man's livelihood.

The spiritual life of the human society is a collective term embracing such entire range of development as
man's desires and aspirations, thoughts and ideas, arts and sciences, policies and plans (political, economic,
educational, social), knowledge and experiences, philosophies and ideologies.

The human society is therefore a unity of the material life and the spiritual life of man.

Throughout the history of the human society the material life and the spiritual life of society have evolved in
accordance with the natural law of reciprocal action. They both are thus evolving at present, and they both will
thus evolve in the future.

This is the law of the history of the human society. This is the law of dialectics (Paticccsamuppada) of history.
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The System of Correlation of the Material Life and the Spiritual Life of the Human Society
6. In what pattern and in what way, then, do the material life and the spiritual life of the human society interact?

We observe from our study of the system of correlation of the material life and the spiritual life of the
human society that:

(a) it is man's consciousness and mental factors depending on man's material body, which precede all his
bodily, verbal and mental actions in his social life;

- man is one integrated whole into which interacting matter and mind and mental factors all coalesce; man of
such a nature enters into relationships with others of his kind, and by his intellect and by his physical and
mental energy creates and brings forth physical means and instruments of production out of his inanimate
material environment;

- with the means of production thus procured man produces and consumes such materials as food, clothing,
shelter, transport, and commodities, essential to his livelihood;

- this social production helps to bring forth man's such physical, intellectual and spiritual qualities and powers
as thoughts and ideas, efforts, philosophies and knowledge, policies and plans, technology and crafts, arts and
sciences, fine arts and literatures, systems and ideologies, cultures and institutions; in other words it is man
himself who cultivates the growth of the spiritual life of the human society and nourishes it;

- the growth of the spiritual life of the human society thus cultivated and nourished by man, in turn, influences
the growth of the material life of that society (the production of food, clothing, shelter and social and cultural
needs of life);

- the history of the human society evolves in this way;

- it is therefore only man, the living being possessed of reason and intellect, who plays the determining
role in causing the changes throughout the history of society;

- it is man's own creative imagination and efforts that lead and guide all human achievements;
- man is therefore the prime factor and mover In the development of history;
- In solving the problems of society we must adopt and go by the motto : MAN MATTERS MOST.

Furthermore we observe from our study of the system of interaction of the material life and the spiritual
life of the human society that:

(b) all matter and mind, according to the Law of Impermanence, are in a constant state of change and motion,
with the old ever decaying and dying and the new ever rising and growing, the whole state of flux ceaseless ad
infinitum.

- in the same way the history of the human society is also in a constant state of change; all the material life and
the spiritual life of that society are continuously and ceaselessly changing and moving;

- while the old social and political systems of the history of the human society are heading towards decay and
death the new are in the process of birth and evolution;

- the Law of Constant Change is ever determining the history of the human society;

- the so-called "immutable" social systems and "just" economic systems which allow exploitation of man by
.man (such as the slave system, the feudal system and the capitalist system) too cannot withstand the
inexorable law of change;

- we who wish to promote the interests of the people should not, therefore, proceed from the premise of, nor
should we rely on the social and political systems which can no longer serve society and which permit
exploitation of man by man, nor on those classes and strata who are defending those systems;

- we must proceed from the premise of only such working people as the masses of peasants and industrial
workers who have been serving the interests of society along the ages, and those intelligentsia and intellectuals
who are serving the interests of society; on those people alone must we depend, to them alone must we be
attached.
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Furthermore:

(c) In the study of the process of change in the material life and the spiritual life of the human society
we must seriously study their system of correlation.

In this study it is necessary to always bear in mind the fact that man is the prime mover in both the
material life and the spiritual life of his society.

Touching on the material life of that society, we wish to dwell mainly on the production and the means of
production of materials necessary for human life.

In order to live man needs food, clothing, shelter and consumer goods.
To have these materials man must produce them.

In order to produce these materials man must have the means and instruments of production, and of economic
life, and of livelihood.

Man must by his own imagination and efforts create these means and instruments of production. He must also
have the know-how to use them. Only then can his society earn its livelihood.

Man's creative imagination and efforts form the spiritual life, and the instruments of production created by this
imagination and efforts, the material life.

It is necessary to deal here with the productive forces and the relations of production.

(i) Man's ideas and imagination, his experiences and know-how, his skills and techniques, which form the
spiritual life, and (ii) all the means of production which form the material life, together are termed the
productive forces of the human society. These productive forces form a basic factor in the development of that
society. However, their development alone cannot fulfil the livelihood of the society.

There must also exist production-relations which vitalise the development of the productive forces, because in
the production of material goods man has to enter into mutual relationships.

- Man must enter into mutual relationships either by way of defined legal systems or by way of traditions and
customs which are not so well-defined.

- Only within the bounds of such relations can the productive forces come to life, and the economic system of
the human society operate.

- The productive forces and the production-relations Interact and are dependent on each other.

- Hence the study of the economic life of the human society demands the study of the correlation of the
productive forces and the production-relations.

- In such a study we need to stress on the conditions of the production-relations, for without production-
relations of man the economic life of the human society cannot exist; without social relations there can be no
such thing as human society. We must therefore take an interest in the production-relations as well as the
general social relations of man.

- In the study of the production-relations of man we must study two things: man's mutual relations within
production on the one hand and man's relations with the means of production on the other. These two
things are connected and correlated by way of reciprocity.

- Using the means of production man produces material goods not as isolated individuals but in
mutual relationships, thus giving rise to relations of social life.

- What kinds of relationships does man enter into in such a process of socio-economic production which
assumes the form of social relations?

Are they the relationships of the exploiter and the exploited? Or are they the relationships of cooperation and
mutual help, free from the exploitation of man by man?

Who and which classes own the means of production in the economic life of the human society?
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What kinds of relationships are there between those Who own the means and instruments of production*and
those who do not?

The answers to these questions reveal the conditions of the social system of a given era of history.

- In any case a given generation has but to accept by inheritance the environment of both material life and
spiritual life (economic, social, political, educational, customary, cultural) handed down from its predecessors.

- Man then tries to transform the environment thus inherited. By his own creative efforts he forges such
changes in his inherited environment as he deems to be good.

- In this way new environments are created for the heritage of future generations.

- Whatever form or pattern the social system of a given period of history may assume, it is man's laws,
traditions and customs, views, knowledge and experiences, cultures, arts and sciences, creative imagination,
thoughts and ideas, policies of social relations, in brief the spiritual life of the preceding and the present
periods, which leads to create that social system, and organises, constructs, and sustains it for a certain
duration.

- And in consequence the material life and the new productive forces of the human society further develop.
And man's production-relations also change and develop correspondingly.

And consequently man's socio-economic system too changes and develops.

- In this way, the history of the human society, epochs in history, socio-economic systems (such as the
primitive communal-land system, the slave system, the feudal system, the capitalist system and the socialist
system) change and develop.

- Therefore, if we are to study the history of the human society objectively, we must do so by an analytical
inquiry of the aforesaid principles of change and development.

- The programmes of our historic tasks too must be based upon such studies and analysis.

Furthermore we observe in our study of the underlying principles of the change process of the material
life and spiritual life of the human society that:

(d) the changes in their condition pass from insignificant and imperceptible stages to significant and perceptible
ones;

- gradual changes give place to rapid ones;

- the changes of a quantitative accumulation of causes unite in forming new qualitative results;

- in the same way, in the history of the human society, the transition of one epoch or social or economic system
to another takes at? first the form of a gradual evolution, but at a certain stage of development when
appropriate causal phenomena are in unity of correlation, a new epoch or system fundamentally different from
its predecessor arises and grows; the old epoch dies out, and the new epoch comes into being;

- even while an old epoch or system is decaying or dying in a gradual way, there hatches and grows within its
very framework, a new form (e.g., the capitalist economy has its genesis within the environment of the feudal
system); such a gradual process of change is called an evolution;

- when an evolutionary process reaches a certain condition, point or stage, it passes into a revolution - a form
of fundamental and entire change of dynamic momentum; historians call such changes social revolutions;

- the change called Social Revolution is thus only an effect and not a cause; whereas the evolutionary
process is the cause of that revolutionary change;

- if we wish to truly understand revolutionary phenomena we must study their causal evolutions as they really
are, and be able to draw lessons;

(e) It is all the more necessary here to study the change which assumes a revolutionary character.
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- When the system of economic relations of a given age can no longer serve the interests of his society, man
thinks of, searches for, and endeavours to establish new systems which can better serve his interests.

- Particularly, when the system of economic relations of a given age hampers the advancement of the
economic status of the people, the progressive forces and those in favour of the status quo must collide in
antagonism with each other, nation with nation, class with class, party with party, and state with state.

- At such times the ruling classes and strata defending the status quo oppress and restrict those who
endeavour to establish new progressive economic relations.

- Then as a result, social antagonisms between the partisans of the old system and those of the new appear in
various forms.

- These social antagonisms, depending on the time, place and conditions, sometimes assume a violent form
and appear as violent movements.

For instance, in Europe when feudalism stood in the way of capitalist development, the bourgeoisie formed a
united front with peasants, serfs and wage-labourers, and overthrew the rule of feudalism (Bourgeois
Revolutions).

Another instance is the basic contradiction inherent in capitalism. Huge industrial establishments, while being
operated by the social labour of immense masses of workers, are owned as private property by a capitalist
minority. Therein lies a basic conflict of interest and character, i.e. between the interest of the common weal
and the socialistic character of the labouring masses on the one hand, and the self-seeking interest and
individualistic character of the capitalist minority on the other. It is to solve this basic contradiction that the
Socialist Revolution has emerged.

- Further, the problem of antagonism is solved either by a peaceful victory of a strong majority over a weak
minority (e.g., the mass struggles without armed insurrections);

- or by an alliance of the contending forces (e.g., the Romans and Teutons at the fall of the Roman empire, and
the feudal and the capitalist strata after the English Revolution);

- or by the common ruin of the contending forces (e.g., war between ancient Greek city-states, and the threat of
a modern thermo nuclear war).

- In any case, in the course of a transition from an old epoch or system to a new, social antagonisms are
inevitable to a greater or lesser extent.

- If we wish to solve the problems of social relations, we must endeavour to observe, and learn the causes of
social antagonisms as they really are.

- Only then can social antagonisms of all sorts of a given human society, inter-class or inter-group or Inter-
strata or inter-racial antagonism, be solved.

- We must not conceal social antagonisms, but seek means and ways to face and to solve them.

- Looking back on history we find that man has experienced various instances and forms of social antagonism,
especially class antagonisms.

We find such distinct classes as slave and master in the age of the slave system, as serf and lord in that of the
feudal. and as worker and capitalist in that of the capitalist, and also antagonisms of class interests in their
economic relations.

- In the age of the slaves/stem the means of production of society were monopolised by the slave-owning
class. The masses of slaves were exploited, and the fierce antagonisms that existed between the two classes
roughly represented the content of the slave system.

- In the age of feudalism the means of production of society were monopolised by the feudal lords. The masses
of serfs were exploited. The antagonisms between feudal lords and serfs and those between feudal lords and
capitalist merchants roughly represented the content of the feudal society.

- In the age of capitalism the means of production are in the hands of the capitalist class de jure merely by
virtue of the bourgeois legal system, and the class which holds no capital, i. e. the working class, is exploited.
Continuous class struggles between capitalists and workers form the main feature of the capitalist system.
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- In such wise, the antagonisms that exist between the interests of the exploiting classes on the one hand and
those of the exploited on the other, form the picture shown off in bold relief by the history of man.

- Hence the history of man is not merely the history of states, of nations, or of wars and individuals, but also of
class struggles.

- The socialist society based on justice, upon which we have set our hearts, is a prosperous and affluent
society, free from exploitation or oppression of man by man, where there is no profiteering, where there is no
class antagonism that threatens human welfare, and where man's physical well-being and spiritual happiness
are assured.

- In a socialist society in which there are no exploiters conditions for class antagonisms will have been
abolished.

- Class antagonisms will continue as long as the conditions for them exist.
- Class antagonisms must disappear ,if we abolish their conditions.

- When a socialist society is successfully established class antagonisms can no longer exist. The socialist
economy is a new economic system which has the potency to abolish the conditions for class antagonisms.

Why?

Because the socialist economy will end such pernicious systems of economy as the slave system, feudalism,
capitalism and fascism, which are the conditions for class antagonisms.

- The slave-owning economy and the feudal economy which hampered the progressive development of society
have passed away.

- Capitalism which is in contradiction with the prosperity and progress of society has also either passed away
or is dying out in some places. emerged for the

- The socialist economy has prosperity and progress of society.

- In a socialist society the character of the process of production, which is social in that the production is carried
out by the social labour of the majority, and the character of ownership of the means of production, which too is
social in that the ownership rests with the majority, are compatible with each other. Each is a condition for the
other.

The magnitude of social production is immense, and it can only be carried out by social labour. (It is the
condition of the objective life of production.)

Economic production and relations are natural only when they are managed and correlated on the policy that as
labour in a production is social, ownership of the means of that production must also be social. (It is the demand
of the subjective life of production.)

Operation of social enterprises by private ownership is unnatural and can only lead to social antagonisms.

- Socialism is a system of economy which is based on the correlated compatibility of the social character of the
process of production and social ownership of the means of production.

- The socialist economy is planned in accordance with the economic laws of socialism, which are as follows:
(i) The Basic Law of giving maximum satisfaction to material, social and cultural needs of the whole nation;
(ii) The Law of Planned Proportional Development of the National Economy;

(i) The Law of Contribution according to capability and Distribution according to work;

(iv) The Law of Steady Increase in the Productivity of Labour;

(v) The Law of Socialist Accumulation;

(vi) The Law of Continual Enhancement of the Standard of Living of the People along with Continual Expansion

of Socialist Production on the basis of advancement in science and technology, enabling the people to enjoy in
affluence the fruits and blossoms of the socio-economic system of socialism.
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The Burmese Way to Socialism of our country is a way guided by these economic laws of socialism.

IV. THE DETERMINING ROLE OF THE WORKING PEOPLE
Egoism and Altruism

7. Man is egoistic and self-seeking by nature.

However, man cannot live alone.

In order to solve the problems of his livelihood and to protect himself from the forces of nature and other
dangers, man has to enter into a life of social relations with others of his kind. (Here the married life of man and
woman and the formation of family relations are also to be taken into consideration. Aspects of love and
attachments between parent and child must also be taken into serious account.)

To serve his own interests man enters into relations with others of his kind who also have the same motive. And
in so doing he unavoidably has to serve the interests/ of others and thereby to conform to the disciplines,
customs, traditions and duties of his society.

Prompted by the very motive of self-interest man has the instinct, whenever opportunities arise, to free himself
from the fetters of society and the difficulties of life. He also desires to live and act in freedom. This is man's
nature.

The conditions of social life, in turn, however, restrain and keep within bounds man's self-aggrandizement and
desire for freedom.

Just as man must serve social interests in order to serve his own, so also must he in his own interest enjoy his
share of social benefits.

- Man's desire to live compels him to participate in the life of society which, after all, is but an association of
individuals. Individual life is possible only because of social life.

- Self-interests and social interests are thus correlates, interacting in accordance with the principle of
reciprocity.

- Our socialist economy shall be based on the dialectical unity of the individual and social interests of the
citizens of the Union of Burma. Our socialist economy is a system which will achieve a harmony between the
individual and the social interests of the people.

Man and His Material Environment

8 The life of social relations is dependent upon the conditions of livelihood (the conditions of the production of
man's material and social needs); the life of social relations is caused and developed by production (livelihood).

- The life of man's social relations varies with the progression or retrogression of the conditions of production.
The progression and retrogression of production are also determined by the positive and the negative
conditions of social relations.

- Man who carries out the process of production enters into relationship with a material environment, that is,
with the means of production; it is only on the basis of material means of production that man can carry out
production.

- Man always thinks about, invents and creates for the betterment of the means and instruments of production
and of the process of production as a whole.

- While inventing and improving the instruments of production and new productive enterprises, man does not
pause to reflect what social results these improvements will lead to, but only thinks of securing some immediate
and tangible advantages for himself.

- Owing to these newly invented and expanded instruments and enterprises of production new conditions of
social and political life arise. Only then is man confronted with the activities of social revolution and social
changes, and he is obliged to solve the problems arising from such changes.
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- Just as small industries originating in feudal days had given rise to the social revolutions that brought forth
capitalism, so also have expanded capitalist monopolies of production given rise to the political and economic
movements (economic struggles of the working people) which demand a new system of socialist production-
relations.

- Thus the changes and developments in the means and instruments of production which constitute the
material life of production and those in social relations of production are correlated.

- We must therefore fully recognize that man and his material environment are interacting as correlates.

- In the process of interaction of man and his environment it is man who studies the physical laws of matter,
and utilizing them, changes his material environment to his benefit. The changes in his material environment, in
turn, give rise to changes, for better or worse, in his spiritual life and also, for better or worse, in his socio-
economic life. And in this process of interaction it is man, the living and sentient being, who plays the prime
role.

- Itis the living, sentient and working people(peasants, industrial workers, intelligentsia and intellectuals) who
study matter, utilize matter, and produce material instruments of production and material goods.

- It is therefore the working people who are the prime movers in the creation of the life, development and
history of society.

- The main social force of humanity throughout history is the working people, and, therefore, the history of man
is not the rajavurhsa of rajas (the history of kings) but the history of the working people.

Man and Socialist Planning

9. In socialist construction the significant role of man must be recognised.

- The socialist economy is a planned economy. (Planning is a factor that pertains to the spiritual life of human
society whereas the means of production constitute the conditions of the material environment of that society.)

- Itis man who is the author, the organiser and the implementor of socialist plans.

- Itis man who has created, is creating and will create, systems of economic relations either for the good or for
the bad of society. Man is the most determinant capital amongst all the productive forces of society.

It is man who will change and transform the evil environment of a bad economic system.

And it is man again who will create the happy environment of a good economic system.

- Socialist planning is planning which will abolish the evil material and social environment of society and create
a good one instead. And man in the form of the working people is here to play the most dominating role.

- Man is the master and the captain of history. of man must

The significance and importance therefore be fully recognised.

- Accordingly, the welfare of man shall be our main concern. The progress of man shall be our aspiration. And
the material and spiritual happiness of man shall be the guide in all our activities.

- We firmly believe that programmes for the betterment of the human society can fully succeed only when all
our actions-bodily, verbal and mental-are consistent.

- Itis only by the united strength, initiative and leadership of those people who give precedence to the matter of
man's welfare over all other things, who would do unto others as they would be done by, who base their human
relations on the dignity of man, whose natural human weaknesses of covetousness, hate and pride are mild,
and who are also true-hearted, that the socialist economy can be carried through.

- For good works good people are needed.

- Recruitment of good cadres is therefore the key to and the determinant of successful programmes.
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The Leading Role of Socialists

10. In building a socialist society, the working people are the determining forces. So are the socialists who will
guide the working people.

- It is therefore vitally important that socialists are able to lead the people in a correct way, and that they
themselves remain unswervingly on the road to socialism.

- Man has a tendency to go astray. Aware as we are of such human frailties we must make our way of life a
living reality, i.e. a socialist way of democratic life that can constantly check and control this evil tendency to
lapse. Only then can every one have the right of using his own creative labour and initiative.

- The socialist way of democratic life brings the individual and social interests of man into harmony.

- Socialist democracy is a way of harmonising the interests of each individual and those of the society. In other
words, it is a way of practice which by means of a dialectical method unites the will and desire of each
individual and that of the society.

By the term dialectical method we mean an application of the practice of dialectical approach on the basis
of our socialist programmes, a middle way of practice which is free from both the left and the right deviations.

- Here we may dwell a little on our socialist dialectical method.

Our dialectical method is the art of scientific approach to the phenomena of nature and society. It is an art and
science of making a systematic and comprehensive study of the contradictions in nature and society such as
opposite forms, opposite phenomena, diametrical extremes and antagonisms and putting them to good use.

The main functions of our dialectical method are as follows:

(i) With a heart for the general weal to honestly see nature, society, history of society, the life of social relations,
social problems, and for that matter all phenomena, as they really are, with true objectivity, and analyse
accordingly.

(i) To study contradictions objectively and analytically; to study various forms of antagonism existing in
contradictory things and phenomena; to avoid deviation towards either the left or the right extreme, and to
systematically unite the positive potentialities of each opposite by a method which ensures progress; to
study the features and forms of such unity and put them to positive use.

(iii) To formulate a guiding theory or a principle from the study of life, and test its validity by applying it to life and
further developing it again on the basis of life; to maintain the correlative unity of theory and practice; to avoid
dogmatism, deviation either to the left or to the right, subjectivism and bigotry.

(iv) To correlate the two different aspects of Truth-v/z. the Relative aspect of Truth, which is merely
conventional but nevertheless called Truth only relatively to time, place and conditions, and the Absolute aspect
of Truth, which is true in the ultimate sense, and immutable, regardless of time, place and conditions-and put
them to good use.

- If socialists practise this dialectical method they will be free from making grave mistakes and going astray.

- The term socialist democracy includes the unity of the will and initiative of the individual man and group on
the one hand and the centralised guidance of the society on the other. In a society which aspires for progress
two features are necessary, viz. centralism resting with the State and the freedom of Initiative resting with
individuals or the majority.

- Without centralism society will tend towards anarchism. Again without freedom of initiative of individuals
society becomes mechanical and its progress is retarded.

- Just as centralism is essential for a stable State so is freedom of initiative necessary for individuals or groups
and must be encouraged. Only then can a society progress and be prosperous and affluent.

- In encouraging the will and initiative of the people their spiritual life must also be improved.

- We believe in the maxim that wholesome morality is possible only when the stomach is full.
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- The programme of the socialist economy is to establish a new peaceful and prosperous society by filling the
stomach of every one and raising his moral standards.

- Just as it is true that wholesome morality is possible only on a full stomach so is it true that only when men of
excellent morals are in the leadership the programme of filling stomachs (in other words the socialist
programme) can be carried through.

Why is this so ? Because it is not easy to suppress and eradicate the evil tendencies of man.

In the study of the nature of man we find that man has inherent in himself inclinations towards such
unwholesome volitions as insatiable greed.

- These unwholesome volitions cannot be killed by mere fulfilment of the needs of the material body.

Under the socialist system the waning and lessening of these unwholesome volitions may be possible only to a
certain extent.

Even in a socialist society it is possible that men, tempted by lust and greed, enraged by hate and violence,
blinded by pride and conceit, and overwhelmed with self-aggrandizement, will rear their heads as and when
opportunities are favourable. This can cause the ruin of a socialist society.

The programme of building a socialist system which will fill the stomachs of the people must therefore include
the betterment of the spiritual life of the people also.

- So long as man cannot control such of his evil proclivities as greed and selfishness, ill-will and violence,
ignorance and folly, pride and conceit, which are inherent in the very nature of himself, Science, no matter how
it strives even as a wizard or the master of the fate of the material world, will not be able to give a full and happy
life to man.

- Itis true that for man to be able to lead a happy life his physical needs must be fulfilled.

But this alone is not enough.

Psychical principles (such cultural values as morality, self-examination and self-criticism, treating others as we
would like others to treat us and loving kindness ) which purify, control and study and examine the mind are
necessarily to be extolled and nurtured.

- The socialist system must plan for the physical as well as the spiritual happiness of society.

- However keen we may be to establish good systems we must recognise that it is only by man that these
systems will be established, and that sound execution of plans by man and his equally good intentions, and

sound knowledge and ideas of man must play the main leading role in the construction of a good society.

- Time and again man has come face to face with those nation-building programmes which have been brought
to naught by wantonness and faults of mind and mental factors.

- Here incidentally, we should objectively criticise the one-sided notions of some so-called "leftists". The
notions and actions of some so-called "leftists" are subverting the socialist aim. How ? In what way are these
leading towards just the reverse of the socialist aim ?

With their dogmatic views of vulgar materialism some so-called "leftists" appear to pay scant heed to mind
and mental factors. Their way of thinking and doing things is wholly ensnared by their habitual "matter-matters-
most" bias and outlook.

What are the consequences ?

The meaning of man is nullified. Man's mind and mental factors are devalued. They also take little account of
sincerity, amity and fellow-feeling, morality and social ethics in human relations. These noble virtues have
become a mere commonplace in all their mental, verbal, and bodily actions.

All these have the effect of restricting man's progress.

These so-called "leftists" at last have even fallen into a degeneracy of mutual suspicion.

Their relationships with the masses of working people who have come under their sway is nearly despotic. They
restrict working masses in all their activities. They even look upon the working masses as robots.
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The vulgar materialism of the so-called "leftists" is thus heading towards the reverse of the socialist aim. (The
experiences of the leftist circles of Burma and of some countries may be critically reviewed to provide lessons.)

- We must ever be vigilant not to commit the erroneous left and right deviations of these so-called "leftists"

- The outlook of the capitalist class too is somewhat tantamount to vulgar materialism. The capitalists are
flushed with pride of wealth, and they have come to reckon that by means of money and materials men can be
made into mere pawns in their exploiting hands. They pay little regard to man's mental faculties, moral
principles, will and feeling. They look upon human labour as a commaodity of the market, and when they think of
men they do so in terms of mere merchandise. The worst stage that this sort of capitalism will land in is fascism.
This much for the capitalist vulgar materialism.

- The revolutionary ideas of socialist democracy which we have accepted run counter to the egoistic ideas and
actions of the capitalists.

Similarly we must reject the left-and-right-deviative ideas and actions of many so-called "leftists" who have
blundered.

- We are those who study things, one and all, with a critical eye. We accept things which should be accepted
and discard those which should be discarded.

- We are just Burmese revolutionaries and socialists who are keeping pace with the life of history.

We shall critically observe, study and avail ourselves of the opportunities provided by such progressive
ideas, theories and experiences at home and abroad, as are of real and practical value for the
endurance of our mother-land the Union of Burma and for the well-being of the whole nation which is

composed of indigenous racial groups, masses of peasants, industrial workers and working
intelligentsia and intellectuals.

This is the true essence of the purpose and the spirit of our Burma Socialist Programme Party.

V. OUR ATTITUDE TO OUR OWN IDEOLOGY

The aforesaid form our ideology.

Our Party shall base its programmes and their execution on the philosophy of correlation of man and his
material environment.

We do not, however, look upon our ideology as complete and final.

And for that matter , in our outlook we do not hold that any mundane idea or any social system is complete and
final. Just as man has endeavoured to improve the social systems era by era throughout his history so he shall
continue to do In future.

The philosophy of our Party is a purely mundane and human doctrine. It is neither religious nor supernal.

The ideology of our Party should not therefore be looked at from a religious or super-mundane point of view. It
should be seen and studied only as a worldly matter.

Our Party will keep on striving to make our ideology more and more entire.

There is a beginning and an end in all phenomena: there is a beginning and an end with each and every single
thing, with each and every single man, with each and every single group of men, with each and every single
class, with each and every single race, with each and every single society, with each and every single nation,
nay, with each and every single civilisation. All these are relevant truths.

Here we should like to present our Party's one interpretation of history.
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It cannot be that man has only now acquired very high intellectual faculties and developed civilisations. Looking
back on the life span of the world and its changes we can say that man has possibly attained, time and again,
levels of civilisation much higher than those of our times. It is probable that the conditions that had developed
and become similar to those available now must have come to ruin on account of a certain catastrophe which
must have taken place in the whole world. All arts and sciences, all records, all machineries and nuclear
instruments and such must have then come to rack and ruin, and those men who survived must have
retrograded into the dark ages. Thereafter civilisations must have had to start all over again and progress step
by step. We like to take as fables what we read about wonderful feats of engineering in ancient literature, but it
is possible that these feats must have once been actually achieved, and men must have spoken about them,
and hence these "fables" must have come to be handed down from generation to generation. It might be taken
if we like, that man, living his life and ever aspiring on the basis of those "fables" and symbols spoken about by
his ancient ancestors, and by his imagination and designs must have managed to progress to reach the present
levels of civilisation.

This is only a hypothesis. We do not say that it must be true. We present ft merely as a thought-provoking idea.
We present it just to bring the possibility home to our hearts that the achievements of man's civilisation can be
destroyed by unprincipled vicious renegades.

We shall never as a party pass judgement, one way or another , on things which are beyond the grasp of our
intellect and which do not have any bearing on our Party's, programmes.

In any case, whatever the beginning of man might be, the history of society is but the history of the bodily,
verbal and mental activities, in all the three periods of time, the past, the present and the future, of man in
whom Rupa and Nama (matter and mind) exist as correlates.

As for nature, however, it has neither beginning nor end. There is no division or department of time and space
in nature. There is no alpha and omega of nature.

What man experiences, knows, feels, thinks, invents, designs, plans, and does are not forms or shapes without
beginnings and ends. They are not absolute or ultimate truths. They are mere forms and shapes which remain
true only as long as and as much as they are relative to time, place and causal conditions. They are just relative
or conventional truths.

Things in this universe are transient and every period in its life Is all too brief.

Names are forgotten as fast as all things fade; history books become obsolete even as they are written.
Founders of religions and ideologies, men of world renown-statesmen, generals, scientists, authors, kings-all
are prone to this universal law of transience. They live and die as every other being on this earth; when they
die, they leave behind a faint echo of their existence, but this echo does not resound forever. It is very unlikely
that this echo will be heard for another ten thousand years. It is almost certain that it will have died out
completely in another one hundred thousand years; and what an insignificant fraction of time even one hundred
thousand years are ! All these, after all, are only relative truths.

Members of our Party must not therefore take the ideology and programmes of the Party to be final and
complete beyond the need of amendment or alteration.

The programmes of our Party are mere relative truths. Nevertheless, for a man to work during his life-time for
the welfare of fellow citizens, for that of the majority and for that of man in brotherhood is indeed a beatitude.

The Burmese Way to Socialism is the Programme of Beatitudes for the Society in the Union of Burma.
We shall constantly try our best to make the ideology and programme of the Party more and more entire. We
shall constantly endeavour by critical reviews to cleanse them of errors. We shall constantly apply our minds to

improve them.

Thus alone shall our Party leave to the future generations of the society in Burma worthy environments for their
heritage.
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THE BURMA SOCIALIST PROGRAMME PARTY

Origin and Purpose

1. The. Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma, having rescued the Union, not a
moment too soon, from utter disintegration, now strives to reconstruct the social and
economic life of all citizens by the Burmese Way to Socialism.

2. The Revolutionary Council, forged by peculiar and powerful historical forces is
revolutionary in essence, but wears the outward garb of a military council. This the
Revolutionary Council deems undesirable. The Revolutionary Council believes that the
natural leader of a revolution should be a revolutionary political party.

3. The Revolutionary Council has therefore decided to build a transitional political party to
carry the leadership in Burma's future politics. The Burma Socialist Programme Party is
accordingly launched under the appended Constitution.

Organisational Structure of the Cadre Party (Appendix A)

4. The organisational structure of this transitional Party is that of a Cadre Party, meaning a
party which performs such basic party functions as recruiting nucleus personnel called

cadres, and training and testing them by assigning duties, etc.

The Cadre Party is constituted on the principle of centralism. It will however convene Party
conferences as and when required.

The Party will grow by recruitments of Party cadres on functional and geographical basis.

Organisational Structure of the future National Party (Appendix B)

5. When the party constructional work is done and the Cadre Party blossoms into the Party
of the entire nation,

(a) the leading committees of the Party of all levels shall be elected by popular vote;

(b) lower committees and all Party members shall abide by the directions and decisions of
the Central Committee and higher committees that are elected by popular vote;

(c) the minority shall abide by the decisions of the majority; and

(d) there shall be a reciprocal and regular flow of reports between higher and lower Party
organisations.

When the national Party has thus been constituted it shall operate on the principle of
democratic centralism.

The Revolutionary Council envisages the reorganisation of the Party in the future on the
principle of democratic centralism. On such reorganisation a new constitution shall be
framed on the principle of democratic centralism.

The Revolutionary Council reiterates its firm resolve to strive with patience and industry to
build a vanguard party which earns the confidence of the entire nation.
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THE PARTY IN THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD OF ITS CONSTRUCTION

CHAPTERI

PARTY ORGANISATION

SECTION |

The Name of the Party

The Party shall be called "THE BURMA SOCIALIST PROGRAMME PARTY".
SECTION 2

The Supreme Authority of the Party

The Revolutionary Council shall be the supreme authority of the Party during the
transitional period of its construction.

SECTION 3
Committees of top echelon

(a) The Revolutionary Council shall appoint three committees of equal status as follows

(i) the Party Central Organising Committee,

(ii) the Party Discipline Committee,

(iii) the Socialist Economy Planning Committee.

(b) The Revolutionary Council shall appoint a chairman for each of these Committees.

(c) The Revolutionary Council shall appoint on the Central Organising Committee only
members of the Revolutionary Council.

(d) The Revolutionary Council shall appoint on the Party Discipline Committee only
members of the Revolutionary Council.

(e) The Revolutionary Council shall appoint on the Socialist Economy Planning
Committee either members of the Revolutionary Council only or members of the
Revolutionary Council and other suitable persons also.

SECTION 4

Headquarters of the Central Organising Committee

(a) The Central Organising Committee shall establish a headquarters to perform their
tasks, and it shall consist of the following five departments : -

(i) the Central Department for Peasants Affairs.

(i) the Central Department for Workers Affairs,
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(iii) the Central Department for Mass Organisation Affairs,
(iv) the Central Department for Administrative Affairs.
(v) the Central Department for Educational Affairs.

These Central Departments shall appoint, as necessity may arise, committees (or
branches) under their control.

(b) The Central Organising Committee shall appoint, as necessary, with the approval of the
Revolutionary Council, executives of the Central Organising Committee Headquarters and
assign their duties.

SECTION 5

Party Units

(a) The Central Organising Committee shall establish, in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by the Revolutionary Council, Party Units (Primary Party Organisations)
having direct relations with the Central Organising Committee, on the basis of
constituencies and branches of production, and where circumstances and conditions
require on the basis of townships and hill tracts.

(b) The Executive Committee of a Party Unit shall be constituted as follows:-

(i)  President (supervisory control),

(i) Secretary (general),

(iii) Member in charge of Peasants Affairs,

(iv) Member in charge of Workers Affairs, and

(v) Committee Members (to be appointed as many as are required and assigned duties).

(c) The Executive Committee of a Party Unit shall be responsible for the control and
administration of that Party Unit.

SECTION 6

Committees and Party Groups

(a) Party Units may appoint their own Committees and Party Groups as required
organisationally in the villages, wards, roads and streets, mills and factories, etc., within
their respective jurisdictions. Party Units shall be responsible for the control and

administration of their respective Committees and Party Groups.

(b) The Rules Drafting Body referred to in Section 20 of Chapter VI shall make rules for the
Work Tables of the Committees and Party Groups which are subordinate to Party Units.
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SECTION 7

Divisional Supervision Committees

(a) The Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma shall directly appoint Divisional
Supervision Committees to supervise, direct, co-ordinate and inspect the activities of
Party Units that have direct relations with the Central Organising Committee, and to carry
out such special duties as are assigned from time to time by the Revolutionary Council of
the Union of Burma and the Central Organising Committee.

(b) The Divisional Supervision Committees shall appoint their own office staff with the
approval of the Central Organising Committee.

(c) The Divisional Supervision Committees shall submit reports on their work to the Central
Organising Committee.

SECTION 8
The Party Discipline Committee

The Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma shall prescribe separately the functions
and the organisational structure of the Party Discipline Committee.

SECTION 9
The Socialist Economy Planning Committee

The Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma shall prescribe separately the functions
and the organisational structure of the Socialist Economy Planning Committee.

SECTION 10
Council of Ministers

The Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma shall form the Council of
Ministers of the Revolutionary Government either with members of the Revolutionary
Council only, or with members of the Revolutionary Council and other suitable persons in
combination, after obtaining the approval of the Revolutionary Council.
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SECTION 11

The Party and the Government

The Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma shall ensure that there is close and
appropriate co-operation between the Central Organising Committee and the Council of
Ministers of the Revolutionary Government of the Union of Burma for effective
implementation of programmes relating to peasants and workers, for educating the people

in Socialist Democracy, for implementing the Socialist Economy Plan and for carrying out
other needed tasks.

CHAPTER I
ADMISSION INTO AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARTY
SECTION 12

Admission into the Party

(a) Required Qualifications. -- An applicant seeking admission into the Party must:
(i) be a citizen of the Union of Burma;
(i) have attained the age of 18 years;

(iii) accept out of conviction the Burmese Way to Socialism as prescribed by the
Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma and abide by the Constitution of the Party;

(iv) be resolved to carry out unswervingly the tasks assigned to him by the Party; and

(v) be prepared to submit to the scrutiny of the Party Discipline Committee appointed by the
Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma.

(b) Submission of applications. -- A candidate for member ship having those qualifications
stated in Section 12 (a) above, shall submit his or her application in prescribed form,
endorsed by at least two Party members, to the Central Organising Committee either
directly or through the Party Unit concerned.

(c) Candidate Members. -- The Central Organising Committee shall transmit the
applications for candidate member-ship to the Revolutionary Council on whose
concurrence the applicant shall be admitted as a candidate member in the Party Unit
concerned.

(d) Tenure of Candidate Membership. -- Candidate members shall pass through a
probationary period of two years studying the duties responsibilities and the role of the
Party and performing tasks assigned to them.
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SECTION 13

Full-fledged Membership of the Party

A candidate member who has not committed any offence throughout his or her term of
candidature is eligible for promotion to a full-fledged membership on completion of the term
of his or her probation. For such promotion the Party Unit concerned shall submit a
recommendation in respect of a candidate member under its control, commenting in detalil
on his or her loyalty to the Country and the Party, moral character and potentialities, to the
Revolutionary Council through the Central Organising Committee. The Revolutionary
Council shall be the deciding authority.

Proviso: The Revolutionary Council shall however have the competence to recognise any
suitable person as candidate member or a full-fledged member.

SECTION 14
Length of Service of a Party Member, Promotion, Resignation from the Party

(a) Length of Service of a Party member. -- The length of service of a Party member shall
be reckoned from the date of commencement of his or her candidature.

(b) Promotion. -- A Party member shall be eligible for promotion to a higher office only
after he or she has served for at least two years as a full-fledged member.

Proviso: The Revolutionary Council shall however have the competence to promote any
deserving person before the lapse of the prescribed period, by virtue of his or her loyalty to
the Country and the Party and of his or her moral character and potentialities.

(c) Resignation from the Party. -- A candidate member wishing to resign his or her
membership may do so by application to the Central Organising Committee. But once

full-fledged membership has been attained no Party member shall have the right to resign
from the Party.

CHAPTER I
CODE OF DISCIPLINE FOR PARTY MEMBERS

(In Section 15 which follows the term "Party member" includes candidate member as
well as full-fledged Party member.)

SECTION 15
Code of Discipline

(a) Every Party member shall strictly abide by the Code of discipline prescribed below:-
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(i) A Party member shall not owe allegiance of any form or extent to any other country. Nor
shall he or she subject himself or herself to any auspices or influence of any other country.
He or she shall acknowledge allegiance only to the Union of Burma.

(il) A Party member shall in all his or her activities avoid any manifestation of factionalism,
group or individual leadership, and work with fidelity to the principle of collective leadership.

(i) A Party member shall observe the principles, policy, programme, discipline, etc.,
formulated by the Party, and shall accept the decision of the Party for any infringement
thereof.

(iv) A Party member shall not have income other than that earned legitimately by his or her
own labour.

(v) A Party member shall not give or receive gifts to further his or her own personal interest.

(vi) A Party member who receives gifts under particular circumstances, shall account for
and turn them over to the Party.

(vii) A Party member shall refrain from any behaviour or act that will lower him or her in the
esteem of the people.

(viii) A Party member, engaged in any Party work of a confidential nature, shall not divulge
any information of the work to anybody outside of those who are participating for its
successful performance.

(ix) A Party member shall protect Party secrets with vigilance and also ensure that other
members do likewise.

(x) No Party member shall disclose any Intra-party discussions outside the Party.

(xi) A Party member, even if he or she may disagree with any decision of the Party, shall
nevertheless discharge his or her duty fully in the execution of the decision if so assigned
by the Party.

(xii) A Party member shall act only in accordance within the powers conferred upon and
duties assigned to him or her by the Party. If a Party member wishes to act beyond his or
her powers and duties, he or she shall submit his or her wish to a competent authority, and
only with the permission of that authority shall he or she act.

Proviso: In an emergency which allows no time for submitting the case to a competent
authority but demands immediate action, Party members may act on their own initiative, but
not prejudicial to the principles, policy, programme, discipline, etc., laid down by the Party.
A full report of such a case shall be submitted to the authority concerned as soon as
possible.

(xiii) Party members may criticise each other's shortcomings only inside the Party and in
the presence of the members concerned. When any allegation is made against any Party
member that member shall have the right to reply. If the allegation is proved false and to
have been made with evil motives, action shall be taken against the member who made the
allegation.
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(xiv) A Party member shall report to the authority concerned truthfully and in time
about the wants and needs, attitudes and opinions, aspirations and expectations, and
grievances of the people.

(xv) A Party member shall avoid all acts which may be injurious to the aims and tasks of
the Party and its solidarity and unity.

(b) The Revolutionary Council has the competence to amend or add to this Code of
Discipline.

CHAPTER IV

RIGHTS

SECTION 16

Rights of Candidate Members

Candidate members have the following rights:-

(a) to freedom of conscience and religion ;

(b) to discuss at meetings of the Party Unit concerned, openly, politely and in an
accommodating spirit the practical problems arising out of assignments for which he or she

is responsible ;

(c) to submit to the Party Unit concerned suggestions that may contribute towards
successful prosecution of his or her assignments;

(d) to attend in person the meeting at which the Party censures or commends him or her.

SECTION 17

Rights of Party Members

Party Members have the following rights:-
(a) to freedom of conscience and religion ;

(b) to discuss at meetings of the Party Unit concerned openly, politely and in an
accommodating spirit the practical problems arising out of his or her Party Unit's
assignments;

(c) to submit, in the interest of successful performance of Party tasks, his or her critical
appraisals made on the basis of principles not prejudicial to the Burmese Way to Socialism
as adopted by the Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma, and also his or her
practical suggestions and proposals to the Central Organising Committee through the
Party Unit concerned ;



189

(d) to appeal in writing to the Party Unit concerned on matters relating to his or her
grievances or com plaints. He or she has the right to send copies of his or her appeal right
up to the Revolutionary Council through the Central Organising Committee. Should the
Party Unit concerned fail to take action, he or she has the right to address his or her appeal
directly to the Revolutionary Council through the Central Organising Committee. Copies of
this appeal shall be sent to the Party Unit concerned ;

(e) to attend in person the meeting at which the Party censures or commends in respect of
him or her ;

(f) to elect or be elected according to Intra-party democracy at the time when the
present Cadre Party has transformed itself into the Party of the entire nation and is
constituted on the principle of democratic centralism. (This right shall not be
exercised during the transitional period of Party construction)

CHAPTER V

RESOLVES AND DUTIES OF THE PARTY AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

SECTION 18

The Party

The Party as a whole is pledged to carry out the resolutions and duties stated below:-

(a) With the Burmese Way to Socialism adopted by the Revolutionary Council of the Union
of Burma as its own guide to action, the Party will strive towards the establishment of a
Socialist Economy.

(b) The Party will rally to its fold the entire mass of peasants, workers, intelligentsia who
have public welfare at heart and those who earn their living in vocations which do not

exploit the labour of others.

(c) The Party believes that its own interests and the people's coincide; should they conflict,
however, at any time those of the nation and the Union of Burma shall prevail.

(d) The Party shall always be mindful of preventing members of the party from turning into
a privileged class at the expense of the people.

(e) The Party will always be concerned with and interested in the aspirations and sufferings
of the people and their plight.

(f) In accordance with the slogan "From the people to the people”, the Party, while taking
lessons from the life experiences of the people, will also raise their intellectual level with all
patience. This shall be the basic working style of the Party.

(9) The Party shall so organise the masses of the people that they eventually come to have
faith in the Party's programme and decisions and of their own will implement them with
heart and soul.
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(h) The Party will strive towards developing the present Defence Services of the Union of
Burma into a national armed force imbued with socialist patriotism and inspired to defend
the Socialist Economy and the Socialist State.

(i) The Party will always be vigilant to safeguard and uphold the sovereignty of the Union of
Burma and to repulse any peril that may threaten the people from within the country or
abroad.

SECTION 19

Individual Members

Every candidate member and every Party member as individuals shall carry out the
following duties:-

(a) To acquire socio-economic knowledge and experiences of Socialist Economy.

(b) To make constant efforts to improve one's own general knowledge and raise one's own
intellectual level.

(c) To be always mindful of having to strictly abide by the Party Code of Discipline.
(d) To try to improve one's skill in one's own work.

(e) To set an example in maintaining the moral norms of leadership, in carrying out one's
duties and in one's own personal life and relations with others.

(f) To cultivate the habit of self-criticism to correct one's own shortcomings and mistakes.
To help in a spirit of comradeship and with patience in correcting the shortcomings and
mistakes of one's comrades.

(g) To strive towards a level of maturity where one sincerely and honestly sees things as
they really are, with true objectivity, and to think accordingly.

CHAPTER VI

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION AND RULE-MAKING

SECTION 20

Rule-making Authority

The two committees, the Central Organising Committee and the Party Discipline

Committee, as a joint body, have the authority to make, amend and prescribe the
necessary Rules under the Party Constitution as and when required.
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SECTION 21
Authority for amending the Constitution

The Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma has the authority to make, amend and
prescribe the Party Constitution as and when required.
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