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KING TAKSIN THE GREAT: NARRATIVE AND CONSTRUCTION OF MEANINGS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
PHATHOMPONG SUKLEK

Presented in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the
Master of Arts degree in Thai
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2012



Phathompong Suklek. (2012). King Taksin the Great: narrative and construction of
meanings. Master Thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Granduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Commitee: Assistant Professor Dr. Santi Pakdekham,

Dr. Porntada Suvattanavanich

This Thesis study on narratives in fifteen biographies of King Taksin the Great
written during post-Siamese revolution period (1932) to 2008.

This research found that there are 3 methods to construct the biographic
narratives of King Taksin the Great; 1) constructing narratives from written historical
evidence by copying, reorganizing, rearranging and reinterpreting 2) constructing narratives
from myths, local folktales and other disciplines; construction conforming to historical
documents and construction rejecting historical documents 3) constructing narratives which
do not appear in historical evidence; construction which rejects historical documents, and
recreation. The Royal Chronicle: Royal Autograph version is the most frequently referred to
and reproduced in the narratives.

There are three methods of constructing meaning of King Taksin the Great.
They are 1) transmitting original meaning from historical evidence which are his Chinese
commoner's origin, his insanity and his decapitation at Vichaiprasit fortress 2) meaning
reconstruction; creating a heroic king from a commoner and presenting his greatness 3)
transmitting and reconstructing meaning of events only during the joint between two reigns,
which signifies the relationship between King Taksin the Great and King Rama |.

The methods of constructing biographic narratives of King Taksin the Great
relate to the employment of historical evidence in terms of the representation of contents and
literary forms, as well as sequence of events through out King Taksin the Great's life.
Moreover, the construction of narratives and the use of historical evidence affect the

construction of meanings of King Taksin the Great.
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