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Bangban, Ayutthaya, 1957-2006. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (History). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Mr.Sanya

Chiwaprasert.

In the past, in the village of Kobjao in the Bang Ban district of Ayutthaya life was
simple. People had a good relationship and there was a strong culture and people helped
each other with food. Everyone was dependent on farming that could be harvested once a
year. Farming was done to feed the family and also to sell. The farming families were
happy both in and out of the farming season. Even when the fields were flooded the
farmers were still able to live a normal life.

When the Chao Phraya dam was built in 1957 it resulted in a better irrigation
which meant that rice could be harvested twice a year. This means the farmers had a better
quality of life, whilst still retaining the traditional and culture of farm life, albeit over a shorter
period of time. They could still look after and maintain the social well — being of farm life.
Buddhist traditions and social customs were still prevalent and farmers adhered to these.

After the construction of the 3412 Highway in 1974 from the district of Bang Ban
through Kobjao village to Sena district the area had a lot of growth. Electricity was
introduced along with tap water and obviously cars and motorcycles were seen for the first
time. Houses saw the introduction of television, fans, refrigerator and radios. Farm
machinery such as tractors and rice separators were also seen and pesticides were
introduced, Which took jobs away from people and buffaloes. This meant the families of
some farmers had to look for jobs elsewhere and meant that they had to study to a higher
level. This change meant farmers had to adjust to new ways, but they still respected their
traditional culture. Farming was changing with more of a focus on trade. Having faith in
Buddhism most farmers still tried to encourage a traditional culture and help each other.

Society is changing in Kobjao village but traditional Farming still exists. The
farmers now use more advanced technology and have to comply with government
regulations but they can still sell rice at a good price and still have a good quality of life,
living by the principle of sufficiency economy. They still maintain a traditional lifestyle and

culture into the present day.
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