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Satit Yamklam. (2012). A study for Creation: Case Study “Selflessness” In Buddhism. Master
thesis, M.F.A. (Visual Art). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Somsak Chawalawan, Assoc. Prof. Kamol

Phaosavasdi.

The art thesis titled “A Study for Creation: Case Study of Selflessness in Buddhism”
is a qualitative research aiming to explore and profoundly understand features of
“selflessness” or “Sunyata” which is a core principle in Buddhism through representations of
art ( visual art).

Samples in the research were art works selected by visual art experts employing
the method of Purposive Sampling. A set of art works was picked up by using Ceramic
Smoke Firing Technique. It was arranged and located considering “Installation”. The
researcher displayed the samples (art works) in an exhibition and wrote a questionnaire to
survey one hundred respondents’ opinions towards the works. The questionnaire includes
two parts. The first part consists of close-ended questions to get the respondents’ personal
information; gender and educational level. Data analysis uses Percentage Statistics. The
second part is divided into three sections which are Aesthetic with the art works, Buddhist
art which uses artistic skills by employing the concept of selflessness in Buddhism to deliver
messages to exhibition visitors, and Buddhist doctrines in terms of “selflessness” and ways
of life. The researcher analyzed the data collected from the questionnaire. Results are
concluded as follows

1. There were 100 questionnaire respondents which were 58 females (58%) and 42
males (42%).

2. When considering educational level, there were 69 respondents who have
obtained Bachelor's Degrees, 21 respondents who have obtained Master's Degrees and 10
respondents who have obtained Ph.D.

3. In the section of Buddhist art which is defined as using artistic skills (visual art)
through use of the Buddhist concept “selflessness” in order to deliver messages to the
participants shows the highest average at 4.16 and Standard Deviation at 0.91.

4. In the section of Aesthetics and the art works shows the second highest average
at 4.12 and Standard Deviation at 0.86.

5. In the section of Buddhist doctrines in terms of “selflessness” and ways of life

shows the third highest average at 4.00 and Standard Deviation at .99.
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