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Abstract

Research Title: Using Cognitive Mapping to Improve the Reading Skill of Students from
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Studying Effective Reading
and Writing (TH 114)

Researcher: Assistant Professor Rungrudee Plaengsorn

Budget Source: Humanities Faculty, Srinakharinwirot University, Academic Year 2011

This experimental dissertation mainly focuses on the improvement of the Thai reading
skills for the students from the class of TH114 as well as on the development of the Thai
reading and writing skills achieved through the use of language teaching mapping for the
effectiveness of knowledge acquisition for the students of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies. Research methods include 1. reading comprehension pre and post tests 2. techniques
for teaching reading by using the language teaching mapping 3. learning record and 4.
questionnaire as a tool for data analysis using the criteria of percentage evaluation.

The research indicates that the use of reading comprehension pre and post tests is
resulted in the increase of amount of students in Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
being capable of learning the Thai reading methods by using language teaching mapping for
documentary reading, news reading, short stories reading as well as poetry reading of 67.5 —
87.5 percent. In addition, the average amount of students acknowledging the advantages and
being content with the use of language teaching mapping is accounted for 60 — 75 percent.

The outcome research also illustrates that the score of the reading comprehension
evaluation increases after the Thai reading comprehension pre and post tests by 15.4 percent
and 20 percent respectfully which is accounted for 4.9 percent rise. Lastly, the analysis of the
questionnaire results can be concluded that the students are satisfactory with the use of

language teaching mapping at level 4 (excellent) which, in total, accounted for 80 percent.
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