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Karn Sariwong. (2012). The Transmission of Thai music from Maeklong river basin in
Kanchanaburi Province. M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr. Veera Phunsue, Asst. Prof.

Dr. Rugee Srisombut.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the conditions, roles and inheritance of Mae-
Klong River Basin’s Thai music in Kanchanaburi province. The study methodology included books,
documents and research studies and fieldwork data collection by means of ethnomusicology.

The results revealed that:

There are 8 musical bands around Mae-klong river basin in Kanchanaburi province. The
musicians in each bands are around 10-78 years old which are about 2-12 persons. The musician in
Pi-Phat Thai are about 6-9 persons and for Pi-Phat Morn are about 7-15 persons.

The average number of employment in Thai music band per month was 1-6 times while
some musical bands was employed by 10-18 times per month. The wages of Pi-Phat Thai is 2,000-
4,000 bath and Pi-Phat Mon is 4,000-7,000 bath per job which each musician may received about
200 - 500 baht per job.

There are diversity roles of Thai music style. Such as part of the ritual, show and its role in
society. Most of its role in part of the ritual is more important for funeral than religious ceremony or
wedding ceremony. As only play in Thai traditional dramatic performance (Li Ke). For its role
in society, such as regularly show in religious rituals. Most of the Thai music style students were
taught by their own relatives. Remark that minority of students will interested in Thai music style
by themselves.

There are two cases involved Thai music style band foundation; Head of a band studied
with Thai music teacher in the temple since childhood. Most of teachers were in Kanchanaburi and
Ratchaburi, and the other case is, inheritance from ancestor who is a musician. Most of Thai music
style band still adhere to traditionally about students who aims to study Thai music, should brought
them by some elders or parents, including flowers, incense candles and money. There are two series
of incantation that use in the ceremony, which is Ba-li and Thai language. For handshaking with
teacher, usually plays Sa-too —karn song with “Kong Wong Yai” in a ceremony on Thursday.
The content of lessons composes with 2 styles, traditionally course and applied course. Teachers will

choose suitable instruments for each students as well as the appropriate utilization.
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