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Kampanart Damthongsuk. (2011). The Transmission of Pi-Phat in Bang Pla, Bang Phil, Samut
Prakan. MF.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunanon, Assoc. Prof.

Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

The transmission of Pi-Phat in Tambon Bang Pla, Amphoe Bang Phli, Changwat Samut
Prakan was the study of the conditions, roles, and transmission. The study methodology included
studying books, documents, and research studies as well as fieldwork data collection by means of
ethnomusicology.

The research results revealed as follow.

1. There were 8 Pi-Phat bands in Tambon Bang Pla, Amphoe Bang Phli, Changwat
Samut Prakan with 93 musicians. Most of the musicians were 83 males and 10 females. The
musicians aged 10 — 20 years old were the major part of the musicians while those aged 61 — 70 years
old were the least part. A high transmission of musicians to youngsters still existed while senior
musicians decreased rapidly.

2. The roles of Pi-Phat band in Tambon Bang Pla, Amphoe Bang Phli, Changwat
Samut Prakan towards society and culture classified in 3 characteristics. The ritual music in which Pi-
Phat still played a role was in funeral rites. The Pi-Phat band played a very little role in other rituals
such as charitable rituals, ordination ceremony, and wedding ceremony. It had a very little role in
performances. The only play was for Mon dance before the corpse. Other performances such as live
Khon, Li-kay, and Lakorn Chatri usually had their own Pi-Phat band. Some musicians were sought if
insufficient. The roles of the Pi-Phat band towards society included an agreement that Pi-Phat bands
would take turn to perform in the annual festival of Wat Ratburana. Some bands had teachings for
students who applied.

3. The transmission of Pi-Phat was found in 2 characteristics: the transmission from
families, totally 7 bands; from other local musician teachers, 1 band. Four Pi-Phat band heads were
the musicians influenced by the musical line of Phraya Prasarn Duriyasap (Plaek Prasarnsap), 3 were
influenced by locally musical line, and 1 influenced by the musical line of Luang Pradit Pairoh (Sorn
Sinlapabanleng). Most of the Pi-Phat bands still had the traditions of students admission like in the
old days, i.e. requiring senior or parent introduction. The required gifts for the student admission

included flowers, joss sticks, candles, and money. The gatha or incantation used in the rituals had 2



characteristics, i.e. Thai and Pali languages, and clasping hand. The musician teachers often used
Kongwong Yai and the Satu-kan song, and in case of Pi-Phat Mon, Pleng Pracham Wat, in the student
admission ritual on Thursday. The teaching places of Pi-Phat teachers classified into 2 characteristics,
i.e. at teacher’s own home and out of teacher’s home. The media and instrument used by teachers
included their existing musical instrument and some tape recordings. The Pi-Phat content used in
teachings classified into 2 characteristics, i.e. traditional and applied musical content. Teachers often
chose musical instrument for students to learn based on student appropriateness as well as further

usage.
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