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Darunee Choosri. (2012). Music in the ‘Keamroey’ Rituals of Shadow Puppet: A Case
Study of Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group. Master Thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.

Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kanchana Intarasunanont.

The thesis entitled Music performed in the ‘Keamroey’ Rituals of Shadow Puppet:
A Case Study of Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group was a research based on
ethnomusicological concepts having the following objectives.

1. To study components related to the votive rituals (Keamroey) as performed by
Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group.

2. To study the music used in the fulfilment of votive rituals (Keamroey) as performed

by Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group.

Researcher started to review related literatures and then studied field information i.e.
recorded sound, video, interview and observation information. Subsequently, the researcher
studies the music performed in the votive offering of Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group.

The research results were as follow: A fulfilment of vow rituals (Keamroey) are
ritual actions or oblatory objects vowed to sacrifice a holy deity, given as a token of
gratitude for a miracle performed. Ajarn Narong Talung Bundit group is the most favorite
shadow puppet that as a token of gratitude for a miracle performed.

The central role of a man about a fulfillment of vow rituals (Keamroey) is Nai Nung.
The features of Nai Nung are as follow: 1) had ordained a priest in Buddhism. 2) authorized
to conduct the ritual by Senior Nai Nung. 3) acknowledged as an expert for the ceremony.
The vower must prepare ‘Khrueng Berk Rong’ (ceremonial offering) and a candle. The
episode “Pra Lak and Pra Ram seek for Sita” of Ramayana is the only scenario to be
performed as part of the votive ceremony and succeeded by the performance for entertainment.
This procedure is conducted only on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. When the ceremony is
conducted on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, only the Ramayana scenario as
part of the votive ceremony must start after midnight.

The instruments that used to accompany the shadow puppet are Pi, Thap, Mong,
Krub, Ching , Tomba, drums set, electric guitar, bass guitar and keyboard. Pi and keyboard
are the melody making instruments. Electric guitar and bass guitar are supporting melody
making instruments while Thap, Gong, Ching, Krub, Tomba and drum set are punctuating

instruments. There are 21 repertoires called “Pleng Thai Derm” accompany the ceremony.
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