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Abstract
The objective of this research was to formulate a strategy in relation to the
development of desirable characteristics of ASEAN citizens studying in basic
education students. It has been divided into 3 phases : (1) To investigate the
desirable characteristics of ASEAN citizens by synthesizing the basic
education curricula of seven of the ASEAN member countries, namely
Brunei Darussalam, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Thailand. The researcher conducted in-depth interviews with five scholars
in strategy and ASEAN affairs along with 10 school administrators of the
Secondary Education Service Area Offices 1 and 2 (SESAO 1 and SESAO 2) .
The instruments used for in-depth interviewing were questionnaires where
the Content Validity Index (CVI) was 0.95. (2) The focus group discussion was
conducted with nine experts in the areas of strategy, education, English
teaching and school administration; this was in order to assess objectively the
strategy which was drafted by the researcher; and (3) To survey opinions of the
school administrators of SESAO 1 and SESAO 2 on the propriety and feasibility of
the strategy. The relevant questionnaire developed was based on the strategy and
the Content Validity Index (CVI) was 0.98. The Result of the Research Findings
Were as Follows : The desira -ble ASEAN characteristics compromised of the
following 3 groups:(1) Knowledge: Awareness on ASEAN and neighboring countries
and academic knowledge at intemational standards; (2) Skills: English for communicative
purposes, teamwork, 21st century skills; (3) Attitude: Sound physical and mental
health, moral and ethics, a democratic mind, pride in being Thai, sufficiency
economy in life. Moreover, the strategy in relation to the development of
desirable characteristics of ASEAN citizens studying in basic education
students consisted of five main strategic issues: (1)To study and set up
practical guidelines regarding the development of ASEAN desirable
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characteristics in basic education students; (2) To encourage the
establishment of effective educational networking among schools in
Thailand and other ASEAN member countries through ICT; (3) To enhance
the capacity building of teachers and educational personnel in the areas of
ASEAN awareness and other relevant activities regarding ASEAN desirable
characteristics; (4) To stimulate participation among all related stakeholders
from both the public and private sectors; and (5) To promote an ASEAN climate in
schools. Moreover, the opinions of the 72 school administrators of SESAO 1 and
SESAQ 2 on the propriety and feasibility of the aforementioned strategies were seen
to be at high levels, they are as follows: the propriety (X= 431, SD. = 059) and the
feasbiity (X= 404, SD.=061).

Keywords: Strategy, desirable ASEAN characteristics, ASEAN, ASEAN com -

munity
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