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Thasaneeya Bourpha. (2011) Self - Confidence of Preschool Children Through
Children as Researchers Learning. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Early Childhood

Education). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Sirima Pinyoanuntapong, Assoc.Prof.Dr. Boonchird

Pinyoanuntapong.

The purposes of this research were to study and compare the levels of self-confidence of
preschool children both in general and in individual areas before and after the children as
researchers learning. The sample used in the study was 15 preschool boys and girls, with 4-5
years of age, of kindergarten 2 in first semester of 2010 academic year of Pimpa Sub-district
Child Development Center, Bangprakong District, Chachoengsao Province. The 40 experiments
were carried out within the period of 8 weeks — 5 days per week, and it took about 30 minutes for

each one.

The instruments used in the study were plans of children as researchers learning and an
evaluation form about the self-confidence of preschool children with the index of item objective
congruence (IOC) between 0.67-1.00 and the reliability of .67. The research followed the one

group pretest-posttest design and the data were analyzed by using dependent sample t-test.

The results of study revealed that the self-confidence of preschool children both in
general and in all individual areas before the children as researchers learning was at the middle
level (i = 49, 58, .51, .64 and .56) while the self-confidence after the children as researchers
learning was at the high level (X = 1.67, 1.71, 1.71, 1.84 and 1.73). The self-confidence of
preschool children in the individual areas was increasingly changed with statistical difference as
follows. The average change in the area of self-esteem was 1.18 (t=14.95), in the area of opinion
expression was 1.13 (t=20.82), in the area of adaptation to the environment was 1.20 (t=16.84),
and in the area of self-expression was 1.20 (t=25.32). The average change of self-confidence of
preschool children in general was 1.18 (t=36.36). These showed that the children as researchers

learning could obviously promote the self-confidence of preschool children.
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