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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative research study was to understand
the communities’ experiences of how to manage tourism community
following the sufficiency economy philosophy through the pecple in
the community's perceptions, understandings of the sufficiency economy
definition, viewpaoints, and practices. The Grounded theory was employed
as theoretical framework for this study. Moreover, the ethnography
technique was utilized for data collection. Three different ecgraphic
and cultural research sites for this study included the Northern, Central,
and Southern of Thailand where applied the sufficiency economy
philosophy to orient the tourism in the community. The first site was
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Baan Makampong, Tumbon Huey-kaew, King Amphoe Mae On in
Chiangmai province. The second site was Baan Jumroung, Tumbon
Nunkor, Amphoe Klaeng in Rayong province. The third site was
Baan Kao-Pitak, Tumbon Bang Nam-Jead, Amphoe Lang Suan in
Chumphonprovince. Twenty four participants were purposively selected.
By the analyzing the procedures and the actions from the sufficiency
economy philosophy based communities in the core category "Amazing
Thai Tourism, Happy for Sufficiency Way of life". According to the grounded
theory, the findings of this research divided into three themes or three
stages of the developments which are the primary development stage,
the secondary development stage, and theconsequential development
stage. In the primary stage of the development which is relevant to
the information of causal conditions or surrounding aspects. The causal
conditions or surrounding aspects are the origin of the problems,
crises, lessons, and experiences of the community which led to the new
paradigm of the tourism community by adapting the sufficiency economy
philosophy. This change is a subcategory" "Know Yourself, Know your
Community, and Community Norm". In the secondary stage of
development focuses on actions and interaction strategies. This stage
is a subcategory with a slogan "Enjoy What You Have, Enjoy Your
Lives, Love What You Do and Learning from It". Within this category,
people in the community learned from both the best and the worst
practices and/or tactics. As a result of the study, nine useful strategies
for creating gradual happiness in the communities were highlighted :
1) create an active teamwork in order to put a community forward ;
2) the power of word of mouth and an effective communication: 3) service
minded and treat individual as your own family members; 4) a parallel
development and conservation; 5)the strength of community law and
regulations; ¢) the combination of individual lifestyle and community
culture: 7) building and maintaining networking: 8) turning sufficiency
economy theory to practices and: 9)manage the sustainable development.
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Lastly, the cansequential develcpment stage which could bring
the happiness fcr everyone in the community. Five indicators of success
and happinass have been found within the subcategary 'Rightenusness
for Citzen's Well Being™ as follow: 1) doing gocd deeds for returning
for the Beloved King of Thailand: 2) having a deep understanding
what is the sufficiency econcmy philosophy;: 3) simplicity becomes
the greatest happiness: 4) Educaticnal Center and Training Cener:
5) strong community based on sufficiency economy theory. There are
eight factors that will relate to those successes including: 1) individual ;
2) community: 3) the King of Thailand. 4) religions: 5) velue and culture:
6) law and regulations: 7) communication: and 3) neiworking. The findings
of this study will potentially be guidelines for creating the better
understanding and the value awareness of the sufficiency economy
philosophy as well as turning it to practices in both individual level
and community level
Keyword: Tourism Community, Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, Sustainable Development
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