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The South of Thailand exhibits some
outstanding cultural characteristics which are

quite different from other parts of Thailand.

Unfortunately, serious cultural studies and
rcsearches have not yet been performed in
this area. If intensive study and research
is applied to Southern Thai cultural charac-
teristics the results would be most helpful not
only in a purely scientific sense but also in
its applications to social aspects and economic
development.  These researches can be ex-
pected to have far-ranging implications with-
out and inordinate expenditure of time and
money.

As Srinakharinwirot University,
Songkhla, is situated in the South, it
has been for some time implementing
specific plans for the preservation and
promotion of Southern Thai cultural cha-
racteristcs, for example, the collection
of Thai folk literature, both oral and
written, encountered in various areas of
the South. The Southern Thai Language
and Cultural Center was established un.
der the 4th National Educational and
Economic Development Plan (1977-1981)
The Center was considered and approved
by the University Bureau in 1977. Since
1978, the Bureau has appointed the
staff and approved a budget for the
Center.

At present the Sothern Thai
Language and Cultural Center is being
administered and organized effectively,
and it is known and accepted both inand
out of the coutry.

However, the Center is facing
many problems which limit the progress
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of specific projects : problems of inade. -
quate staff and budget to provide exsen
tial Services and activities, especially
transportation from the Center to outside
sources of information. The Center’s
consultants have suggested that the sta-
tus of the Center be elevated to an In-
stitute. The new name of the Institute
would be “The Institute of Southern Thai
Language and Cultural Studies”. This
new status would enable the Institute to
overcome its problems of staffing and
and budget so that its work will be more
etficient and wider in scope,

Objectives of the Institute

1) To preserve. promote and develop
Southern Thai culture so as to benefit
Southern Thai society and the entire
country.

2) To serve as a center for Southern Thai
cultural studies and research.

3) To arrange various Southern Thai
cultural activities such as exhibitions,
demontration, training, services and
conferences.

4) To promote and exchange aspect of
Southern Thai culture between the
Institute of Southern Thai Language
and cultural Studies and other insti-
tutions both in and outside the country.

5) To publicize the cultural riches of
Sothern Thailand in order to attract
foreign tourists, in such a way as has
been done in neighboring countries.

6) To initiate Southern Thai studies in
order to assist the Southerners to make
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effective use of their labor and natu.
ral resourcesso that they may progress
economically. Their continually im-
proving economic status should lead
them to an enhanced world view and
an appreciation of the uniqueness of
their national heritage. To provide a
realistic market analysis so that in-
dustrial arts production will be proper
ly geared to present and future markets
and finally to gnﬁ Southerners in
the proper application of technology
so that its economic benefits may re-
sult without a corresponding loss of
indigenous folk art and handicrafts.

7) To initiate a Thai Studies Program

both at undergraduate and graduate
levels at Srinakarinwirot University,
Songkhla, which will provide both the
location and resources for the Institute
of Southern Thai Language and Cul-
tural Studies.
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The Expectations

1. The Institute is expected to be a re-
source center for both studies and
researeh into Southern Thai culture,
as well as direrse aspects of Southeast
Asian culture.

2. The Institute is expected to lend as.
sistance to Srinakharinwirot Univer-
sity, Songkhla, in offering undergra-
duate and graduate programs in Thai
Studies.

3. The Institute is expected to encourage
Southerners to understand and wuse
Southern natural and human resources
effectively in the production and re-
production of folk arts and handicrafts
of high quality, to increase their per-
sonal income and to elevate the quali-
ty of their social and economic lives.

4. The Institute is expected to facilitate
a greater influx of foreign tourists into
the southern region of Thailand.

5. The Institute is expected to motivate
students and instructors of Srinakha-
rinwirot University to broaden their
experience of indigenous cultural acti-
vities,

6. The Institute is expected to inhibit the
spread of unwholesome foreign cultu-
ral characteristics, and to foster a

pride in the culture of the people of

the Thai-Malaysian border.
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The Organization Chart

of

The Institute of Southern Thai Language and Cultural Studies

The Office of the Secretary Musiuom and Library

Educational Services
and Public Relations

— Business Affairs Southern Thai Studies . Special Activities
— Information Service Museum Media
— Records ‘| Photographic Museum Educational Programs
_ Sound Lab Museum and training Services
L Folk Literature Library L Folk Artists
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Research

The Instute of Southern Thai Language
and Cultural Studies is composed of the
Sfollowing divisions :

1. The Museum and Library Divisions

1.1 This division will renovate and

expand the Southern Thai Studies
Museum within the National Edu-
cation and Economic Development
Plan (1982-1986). The Thai
Studies Museum will be organized
periodicallyand will have reference
tothe Southerners’ way of life from
past to present, historical back-—
ground, archeology, natural re-
sources, religious beliefs, tradi
tions, values, world view, occupa-
tional arts, home industrial arts
and handicrafts, creative ‘arts,
archtypical myths, etc.

1.2 Collect data for the Southern Thai

Studies Program,

1.3 Organize an information system

convenient for research, using the
later methods of technology.
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1.4 Classify sll information correctly

1.5 Select

and completely so that all cultural
data is kept constantly up to date.

useful cultural data for
publication and
through the media.

dissemination

1.6 Discover methods of cultural de—

velopment in order to encourage
Southerners to make the best use
of cultural resources which are
suitable for their way of life, their
economic status and local self-
government. This will lead to the
happiness of the people and the
preservation of the uniqueness of
the national heritage.

2. Photographic Museum Division

2.1 Collect cultural information re-
lated to the folks culture of the
South and the Southerners’ way of
drawings.

life in photographics,

paintings, slides and movies which

reflect their way of life, their
tools, traditions, construction
styles, activities, arts, architecture,
historical sites, ancient artifacts,
processes of livlihood, folk events,
living conditions. etc.
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2.2 Organize all information systema-
tically in order to be convenient
for research and pratical applica-

tion.

s

2.3 Make complete written discriptions
of each anifact collected by the
Institute.

2.4 File all data chronologically and
systematically so that its preserva-
tion is assured.

2.5 Provide research facilities and
services to all members and visitors
who are interested in Thailand
Studies.

information for

2.6 Organize all
prompt-use and publication.

3. Sound Lab Museum Division

3.1 Collect and record electronically
Southern Thai cultural information
from field trips, topical events,
mass media and olher Institutions.
Sample topics to be collected are :
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folk songs, lullabies, folk drama,
festivals, traditions, debates, dis-
cussions. lectures, speeches, con
ferences, seminars, news, inter-
views, exhibits, demonstrations,
television programs, etc. The
collection will be arranged chrono
logically and kept up to date.

3.2 Organize all data systemically in

card catalogues and inventories.

3.3 File cultural information systema.-

tically so that it may be available
for research.

3.4 Broadcast from master tape cul-

tural programs to students in the
sound lab room. (At present a
Tanu sound system is being
operate with 60 earphones and 10
difference selections. The opera-
tion is in the Chariwatana con-
ference room. )

3.5 Be responsible for maintenance and

operation of all electrical equipment
in the sound lab room.

3.6 Provide comprehensive services to

all students and faculty making use
of the sound lab museum : opera-
tional suggestions and demonstra
tions, and the distribution of tape
lists.

3.7 Operate the lab effectively and

render assistance to all requiring
use of the lab.

3.8 Announce the acquisition of any

new tape pertaining to special events
in Southern Thai cultural studies,
and motivate members to employ the
services of the lab,
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3.9 Arrange facilities for all wishing to
use the Charuwatana Conference
room.

3.10 Produce transcripts of selected tapes
in order to study, publicize, dissemi
nate and otherwise make use of them.

3.11 Rerecord old tapes of cultural in-
formation on the new tapes before

their effectiveness is limited.

4. The folk literature Library Division

4.1 This division collect folk literature,
both written and oral, found in
variouns regions of the South. Oral
literature is represented by folk
tales, lullabies proverbs, common
expressions, beliefs, traditions, dia-
logues and folk songs. Examples of
written literature and Samud-Kio
and Bai-Loan, and contemporary
Southern prose and i)oetry, as well
as journalistic articles which pertain
to Southern characteristics both past
and present. The Division will con-
tain a Literary Data Bank which
will catalogue all the above men-
tioned forms of folk literature.

4.2 Be responsible for waiting and edi-
ting the Southern Dialect Dictionary
correctly and completely.

4.3 Organize all literary information
systematically.

4.4 Review each example of written
folk literature by using the following
criteria : historical backgrond,
writers year of manuscript dupli-
cation, and main and subsiderary
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thems. Poetry.will be reviewed by
examining its characteristics var-
ying texts, religious background,
laws, legends, beliefs, local medi
cal lore, and historical background.
If a given literary work has been
written by different authorss, a
suitable comparision will be made.

4.5 Make copies of praiseworthy folk
" literature, the manuscripts of which
cannot be collected.

4.6 Make microfilm records of the
above copies.

=Y € -} o
mﬂnzm"aga WIBTIVUIINTD
A = -~ -ﬂ'ﬂ -~
YNLTONALINU  MAMANG U

- [ > e -
m:wm:awag‘hmunu
A A a e e @ A
wiol o snalvy IMtuulIa

a £ - o~ -
nﬂug:m'lum'nammq

a L 5 » a 4
Iﬁmmmﬁglwsmmw :

u"aaﬂgaanmn:‘:un"aaﬁu
L) E 7] A
wummmwaganﬂ"uwu
] A o d e w o
vy WIDTBNNEUNUT Y
< 1
wam3a Tulamsana 9

4.7 Translate folk literature written in
other languages (for example, Cam
bodian, Pali and Sanskrit) inte
Thai. :

4.8 Collect and analyze varying texts
of the same story for the purpose
of arriving at a single definitive
copy.

4.9 Provide an information service to
all people who are interested in
folk literature.

4.10 Exhibit recent information relating
" to various literary events and dis-
coyeries.
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Educational Services

and Public Relations

Education Services and Public Relations
Division

A most important policy of the Institute
is to promote and provide occasional artifact
activities in order to upgrade the Southerners’
way of life and values. *The Museum and
Library Division whose functions are educa-
tional services and public relations will arrange
cultural activities corresponding to the needs
of Southerners, and will work along the fol-

lowing lines :
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1. Activity Arrangement Section
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1. KIGHSNIINNIELIAN AN 1.1 This section will arrange occas—

do iy K
nasanllu sional activities in cooperation with
other Divisions of the Institute in
order to support thcir own activi-
ties. Example of these are South-
ern folk drama, welfare projects
which ‘encourage Southerners to
appreciate their Southern cultural
values, projects which seek to
preserve Southern culture and tra-
dition and activities which provide
support to other Divisions whose
objectives are considered similar.
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a“m‘nﬂqﬂ”ﬂmﬂ“nu'}a"‘ 1.3 Arrange regular conferences and
seminars involving both cultural
specialists and laymen who are in
terested in Southern culture for
the purpose of cooperating toget-
her in order to find useful solu-
tions to the problems of Southern

Thai cultural preservation.
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1.4 Preserve in good condition the

MILBEMINNENTITN
houses built in Southern Thai styles
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by the Institute : the Wipawadee
“‘Rungéit house ( built in Southern
Thai style ), Baan Ratanalert (built
in Southern Thai Chinese style)
and Baan Thai-Muslim (built in
in Thai-Muslim style). These
three houses, besides being samples
of three diverse architectural styles
in Southern Thailand and student
handicraft workshops, will also be
furnished suitably to serve as guest
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houses for visitors who come to
participate in conferences and se-
minars held by the Institute.

1.5 Arrange occasional Southern Thai
cultural contests.

2. Media Section

9.1 This section will arrange Southern
Thai folk drama entertainments at
the Institute at least once a month.
The frequency of the entertain-
ments will be increased when the
Institate has acquired sufficient
staff to handle all arrangements
efficiently.

2.2 Exhibit Southern Thai cultural
artifacts in cooperation with the
Activities Division.

2.3 Publish research and cultural

studies and make them available to
various outside agencies.

2.4 Publicize Southern Thai Culture by
arranging programs through va-
rious media such as radio and te-
levision broadcasts and Southern
Thai folk drama entertainments.

2.5 Publicize Southern Thai culture
to various regions, both in and out
of Thailand.

2.6 Display selected Southern Thai
folk arts at the Information Sec
tion of the Institute.
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2.7 Act. as liaison Southern Thai folk
arts producers and the national and
international folk arts market.

2.8 Issue a Journal of Southern Thai
Language and Cultural Studies.
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services to teach abbreviated
courses in Southcrn Thai cultural
topics for the purpose of allowing
Southerners to gain an under
standing of their culture and to
acquire skills in artifact production
and cultural entertainment per—
formances, corresponding to the
market needs for such activities as
folk arts production, Manora folk
dances, shadow playing of tradi-
tional musical instruments, etc.

3.2 Arrange Southern Thai cultural E

specialist visitation programs which
will visit regions outside the Insti-

tute.

3.3 Provide pre-service training to

Southern Thai folk drama per—
formers (for example, shadow play
training) to enable Southerners to
appreciate the responsibilities of
Thai cultural preservation and to
use techniques to bring their audi-
ences into a better understanding
of such areas as self government,
health care, occupational training,
the upgrading of human resources,
etc.
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3.4 Write articles and pamiahlets on

Southern Thai culture and distri-
bute them to all people who are
interested in them. '

3.5 Write deécriptions in full detail of

selected Southern Thai cultural
artifacts,

3.6 Act as liaison between the Insti-

tute of Southern Thai Language
and Cultural Studies and informal
organizations of the educational
system.

4. Folk Drama Artists Division
4,1 Survey and gather together a list

of folk drama artists in the South,
and lead them to an understanding
of the many ways in which the
Activities and Public Relations of
sections of the Institute can be

‘helpfull to them.

4.2 Set up and organization of

Southern Thai artists and select the
most experienced artis’s to work
for the Institute on either a tempo
rary or a permanent basis. Their
task will be to teach others who
interested in their art and to make
their art more widely known
through their performances on dif-
ferent occasions. The Institute
also desires that the artists them-
selves enjoy financial security and
feel confident that their their art
is still worthwhile.

4.3 Schedule performances bySouthern

Thai artists in other provinces of
Thailand and in foreign countries
as well.
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4.4 Act as a lisison center for
Southern Thai artists and inaugu-
rate a Southern Thai Artists’ Asso
ciation in order to provide artists
with greater opportunities to ac-
quire new skills, knowledge and

understanding of ways to preserve
and develop Southern Thai culture.

Research Division

1. Planning and Projects Section

1.1 This section will make plans for
the developmant of the Institute
Southern Thai Language and Cul-
tural Studies.

1.2 Cooperate in various programs and
activities with. the other divisions
of fhe Institute.

1.3 Plan the budget, allocate staff,
and make follow—up planning for
the Institute.

1.4 Seek financial assistance from out
side agencies and other sources.

2. Statistics Section

2.1 This section will update statistical
information from all the divisions,

2.2 Compile a statistical evaluation
of the Institute’s development, ten
dencies, problem -and obstacles,
and to suggest on this basis desi-
rable solutions.

2.3 Continually update statistical dis
plays about the Institution to vi-
sitors and strive toward ever clearer
classifications and evaluative tech-
niques.
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3. Research Section

3.1 Analyze all data relating to aspects
relating to Southern Thai culture,
for example, the qualities of handi
crafts, social roles in Southern
Thai culture and their effect on
Southern society, the influence of
foreign cultures, etc.

3:2 Collect and evaluate all past re-
search into Southern Thai culture.

3.3 Present outlines and tets which
areconsidered suitable forresearch.

3.4 Invite researchers from other or.
ganizations to aid the Institute in
its investigations into urgent and
interesting cultural topics.

3.5 Orient and make suggestians to
researchers in Southern Thai cul-
ture.

3.6 Give advice to students .or re—
searchers who want to investigate
Southern Thai culture. When its
staff has been increased to ade-
quate strength, the Institute will
then be able to assume responsibi
lity for teaching Thai studies
courses to both undergraduates and
graduates.
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The ‘Institute of Southern Thai
Language and Cultural Studies is composed
of the following buildings :

1. General Office Building

This is a three storey building designed
to include the Folk Arts Museum, the Pho
tographic Museum, the Sound Lab Museum
Conference Room, Exhibition Room, Lec-
ture Room and Dramatic Performance Hall.
Since October 1978,  each section of the
Institute has been fully installed and made
suitable for the conduct of research, espe-
cially the Sound Lab Museum which has
sixty earphones, ten selections and superior

R ey

A5 g v W

1 o

facilities. This building is most suitable for
the holding of conferences and seminars.

2. Open Air Amphitheatre

The Open Air Amphitheatre has been
fully installed, facing a hillside. The slope
of the hillside has been reshaped to contain
four thousand open air seats.
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3. Southern Thai Style Heuse

Thi house is built to preserve the
traditional Southern Thai style of architec-
ture. The Size and materials uscd are
exactly the same as traditional houses. The
cost of the hous, 250,000 bahts, has been
provided by the Wiphawadee Rangsit
Foundation. At present the building is used
as a local for the instruction of /Thai mu-
sic and as a guesthouse capable of accomo-
dating up to twenty visitors for occasional
seminars and conference at the Institute.

4. Chinese Style House

(after the Nakorn Nai Road Style in
Songkhla)

This house is being built to preserve
the Chinese architectural style which is
unique on Nakorn Nai Road in Songkhla.
The house is under construction at present
and its funding of 400,000 baht has been
provided by the Ratanalert family. It will
be used as a residence for visitors who
attend occasional semiinars and conferences
at the Institute,
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In accordance with its future planning,
the Institute will construct the following buil.
dings : -

1. The Southern Thai Studies Museum
Building

Construction of this building is ex-
pected during the 5th National Economic
and Educational Development Plan (1982-
1986) on land measuring about seven rais.
It will be a two storey'building covering an
area of 6,400 square wa ( | wa = 2 meter
and | rai = 400 square wa ). The total
budget for the building’s construction will
be approximately 16 millton baht. The
building is designed for the purpose of
housing the Folk Arts studies anu Ethno-
logy departments, as well as their exhibi
tions, in about thirty related rooms.

2. Baan Thai — Muslim (Thai-Muslim house)

This building is designed to re-
present the Thai—Muslim architectural
style of the South. It is also expected
be serve as a guesthouse for visitors

who attend seminars and conference at

the Institute.

3. Folk Aris and Handicrafts Workshop

This building is designed for the
purpose of housing in-service and pre-
service training programs in folk arts
and home industrial arts : Southern
Thai ceramics, cotton and palm fiber

weaving, wood carvings, etc,
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