el

o caics ol A
V0N ST

mszsediniv

- Jjﬁ}ﬁ@@'@gﬁfj{f 07 @THE - BINBNI I @IITIGR/@ I

- DTTH: MA@V OHR@@OFTTIIEN VPRI 50 I
- slean orni(9@) - tha@Himre

— ARG BT AR SN DTG NG

VI AOUZFNNTT @7

g&@?%{f b e



$291 naiis1 15 useaews vindirsyuansod ngfituiimswin doswliaviniinfouru

LY < a @ o a U = 2 ' a I
wzasy UsesnnbvAnduduvesansgowin  I8naresewsUiniluyamrmanieadiuie
o o A s . A Y 4 ) Vo o
niufivede lomahdn/smsniuninsed  deuensnez ldiumy iduaazaaluvod
>
ynnatuies lanudadase WiSouidavuysssuioutsamdivesynewsou Tusianama

=3 oS r as o 14 - il = o dQ’ ;
asaenauazTing sueziih g le3d93ayens i ARGy

Warm greetings to everyone celcbrating Christmas.
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The Christinas story is dear and familiar to us all -- shepherds and angels, Wise Mcn and King
Harod, Mary and Joscph, and, at the heart of it all, a Child. This Child was born into poverty
in a city (oo crowded to offer Him shelter. He was sent to a region whose people had cndured
sulfcring, (yrapny, a:! cxile. And yet the Child brought with Him riches s arcat that they

continue (o sustain {he huiman spirit 2,000 years later: the assurance of God's love and presence

in our lives and the promise of salvation.
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Each ycar at Christmas, we celebrate these gifis with family and friends. We place candles in
the window as a sign that there is always room for Christ in our homes. We put angels and
stars and twinkling lights on the Christmas tree to remind us of the glory and mystery of
Christ's birth. We sing the old and beloved Christmas carols to express the joy filling our
hearts, and we share special gifts with those we love, just as God shared His Son with us. And,
in contemplating the nativity scenc under the trec or in a uncighbor's yard, we realize that

children hold a special place in God's heart, since He sent His only Son to us as a littde Chifd.
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With this simple truth in mind, let us observe Christmas this year by making a solemn
commitment o ihe children of our communities, our nation, and the world. Let us pledge to
love and nurturc them and promisc to give them slrong.values and a chance to make the most
of their God-given talents Let us resolve that they will grow up in a world that is [ree and at
peace. By cherishing the children God sends us, we express our love and gratitude for the onc

Child He sent whose coming offers forgivencss and hope to us all.
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Hillacy and I send best wishes for a blessed and Joyous Christmas season and every happincess

in the new ycar.
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