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Master's Thesis.M.Ed.(Art Education).Bangkok: Graduate School,Srinakharinwirot

University. Advisory Committee: Assistant Professor Dr. SathitThimwatbunthonge

Mon’s coffin making tradition was one of the traditions that still prevailed as a
Mon’s identity and illuminated the neatness, refinement, and beauty of Mon’s handicraft
which the Mon people had emphasized the important value to it greatly. This study aimed
to study knowledge transfer in the decorative designs with Mon and to study Mon patterns
that decorate the coffin both of Temple include Wasting Thelma goshawk or a mahawihang
Tambon Talad, Phrapradaeng district, Samutprakan province and Wat Jatrile tombon Bang
haw, Bang haw district, Samutsakorn province. It was a qualitative study; written
documents and fieldwork data were gathered. The research tools included an interview
form, an observation form, and group discussion form. Then the research results were
presented in a descriptive analysis form.

The results of the research revealed that the Mon people put the important efforts
and every minor detail in their execution of the beliefs in the funeral rites. Although the Mon
people had migrated to Thailand for very long time, they still preserved and transmitted
their own traditions until the present time. The important tradition that the Mon people
emphasized was the tradition of Mon coffin making. The knowledge of Mon style coffin
making was held and derived from the coffin making, for the Buddha cremation, by King
Mallaka. The Mon people believed that whoever made or sponsor a beautiful and elegant
Mon style coffin would receive the merit for 1,000birth-lives. Tools for Mon coffin making
had to be placed for the annual paying homage ceremony for teachers and every time
before starting the Mon coffin making. The reason was that if the paying homage ceremony
for the teachers was not held, the coffin makers might be in mental broke down. When the
coffin making was finished, the mantra water sprinkling ceremony for the coffin and the
coffin makers had to be held. This ceremony was done to chase away bad things and to
secure the auspices for them. The knowledge of Mon coffin making were mainly the arts of
wood and paper making. These were monks in tambon Khanong and tambon Talat
Samutprakan province. Mon coffin making took 1-2 months to be finished. The Mon coffin
makers had to be patient, love, and, for the important character, they had to be skillful. In
the future, if there were no conservation, no transmission, and no development, the

knowledge of Mon coffin making would be certainly disappeared.
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