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Warunee Navan. (2012). The Effects of Children as Researchers Learning on Self-Discipline
of Preschool Children. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Early Childhood Education). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof.

Dr. Sirima Pinyoanuntapong, Assoc.Prof.Dr. Boonchird Pinyoanuntapong.

The purposes of this study were to investigate the levels of behavioral changes with
self-discipline of preschool children who received children as researchers learning and to
compare the changes. The sample used in the research was boys and girls, with 3-4 years
of age, of first year kindergarten in the first semester of 2011 academic year of Satit Pattana
School. One class with 25 students was selected from 5 classes by purposive sampling. The
experiments were carried out within the period of 8 weeks, 4 days a week and it took 50
minutes for each one. The instruments used in the study were plans of children as
researchers learning and an observation form for the self-discipline of preschool children with
the reliability of .80. The data were statistically analyzed by using mean, standard deviation
and one-way repeated-measures ANOVA.

The results of study were as follows. 1) Regarding the levels of behavior before the
experiments, both in general and in all individual areas, the children expressed a little of self-
discipline behavior at the level of practice. During the experiments, both in general and in all
individual areas, they expressed self-discipline behavior at the level of practice by themselves.
After the experiments, both in general and in all individual areas, they expressed self-discipline
behavior at the level of practice all the time by themselves. 2) According to the comparison of
self-discipline behavior in general before, during and after the experiments, the means of
changes were increased with statistical significance at P<.01. The experiments affected the
self-discipline behavior in general at the level of 99%. For the self-discipline behavior in all
individual areas before, during and after the experiments, the means of changes were
increased with statistical significance at P<.01. The experiments affected the self-discipline

behavior in individual areas at the levels of 99%, 98%, 98% and 98% respectively.
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