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Abstract

The research aimed to analyze characteristics and study the body knowledge of Thai performing arts
from 134 research studies and theses on Thai performing arts. The scope of this study covers 1) analysis of
quantitative research 2) synthesis of the research results based on the content and types of analysis in order
to find out the summary of collected data according to Krippendorff's theory.

The research results indicated that overall characteristics of the research studies on Thai performing
art were mostly carried out in 1986 (11.94%). Among these works, 84.44 % were supported and owned by
higher educational institutions; 72.59 % were Masters' theses; and 75.55 % were works of descriptive content
analysis. In addition, 77.03 % of the population used in these theses involved Thai performing arts of which
their content depicted 42.96 % of local performing art. On variations of research methods, 61.41 % were
works of characteristics analysis. Some of the theses, 27.88 %, relied on content analysis and
interviews. most studies, 95.55%, mentioned research benefits, and 51.17 % presented possible benefits for
conservative purposes. The results, as concluded in these research studies, indicated the attempts to find out
about principles of different types of performing arts in order to pass on and conserve the knowledge of the
art.

The synthesis results showed that history and development of Thai performing art are related to the
Thai social context. Movements of this art were largely controlled by kings, royalties, officials, teachers, artists,
local wise men, students, and organizations initiated by conservative and creative individuals who directed
artists performing for several purposes and interests--ritual, amusement, culture, occupation, historical record,
communal harmony, communication, agenda, belief, social order and regulations, and wellness.

The unique characteristic of Thai performing art lies in its traditional teaching method that requires
one-on-one education and the important role of teachers. Thai artists adopted this ideal teaching and learning
and passed this on along with the values of gratefulness, hospitality, and high respect for the elders
particularly teachers. This can also be explained by Thai root system of two intermingled beliefs, Brahmins
and Buddhism.

There are two major types of Thai performing art, the royal performing art and the local performing
art. The royal performing art consists of common features which are balance, upright body from the waist line
up, muscle constraint, and balanced body movements. The local type expresses forms of freedom and no
principles on muscle constraint.

On synthesizing the research studies on Thai performing arts, the researcher was able to write a
textbook based on the collected data and body knowledge of Thai performing arts which, over the past years,
has not been included in any textbooks. However, this developed textbook needs some addition, the
components of Thai performing arts, to complete the content. Therefore, future studies should treat on this

inadequate scholarship.
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