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Wichet Suddai. (2012). A Study of Metale the instrument of Pwo Karen at Laivo Sub-district
Sangklaburi District Kanchanaburi Province. Master Thesis. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot  University. Advisor Committee: Dr. Chanida

Tungdechahirun, Assoc. Prof. Dr.Kanchana Intarasunanont.

The Ethnomusicology research is used in this research. The field research was used
to collect the data. Then the data were analyzed to arrange the importance. The purposes of
this research were

(1) to study the background and the elements of Metale

(2) to collect and analize the song performed by Metale

(3) and to study the Metale role in the Pwo Karen culture

The research results revealed that Metale is the stringinstrument of Pwo Karen at Laivo
Sub-district. It is assumed that Metale was developed from Mandolin, the western instrument.
Due to the unclear pronunciation of Karen, the pronunciation “Mandolin” was applied to
“Metale”. Metale at Laivo Sub-district can be divided into two kinds: Acoustic Metale and
Acoustic-Aluminium Metale. The Metale performance can be thoroughly seen at Laivo Sub-
district. Metale, their private instrument, is important for Pwo Karen. The Metale song conveys
the Pwo Karen people’s concept, the social point of view, the natural, the belief and the affection.
Nowadays, the inheritance is hardly found. The reasons are that the difficulty of the chanting and
performing as well as the economic status and modern social change.

The six songs were analyzed to find out the song structure is not complicated and
can be satisfactorily repeated. Playing melody is the same as the singing melody and the
interruption is inserted at the pause of the singing melody. Dorian mode, Major scale,
Pentatonic minor and Lydian mode are mainly used. There are three Melodic motions:
Conjunct motion, Disjunct motion, and Repetition motion. Also, the bass and the melody are

simultaneously carried on.
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