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A passenger in a plane sat relaxed at a window observing
the spectacle of the heavens° Suddenly a parachutlst appeared -
and drifted by

"Going to join me?" cried the parachutlst.

"No, I'm very happy where I am,"

"Just as you like," called the parachutist, "but I'm the
pilot." o ; oL
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THE TEACHER

To a child thrust into a strange world, a good teacher is the
best thing that can possibly happen,

A teachef is'Courage with Kleenék in its pocket, Sympathy
struggling with a snowsuit, and Patience with papers to grade.

ﬁeachers.spend twelve hours a day searching for truth and
thé other twelvé hoﬁrs séarching for error.

They are incorruétible, indispensable, infallible, invincible,
and nearly inexhaustible.

A teachervreaily does not mind sniffles, squirmings, stomach-
aches, spills, sloth;'and sauciness. Neither does she disintegrate
before tears, trifles, fights, futility, excﬁées, parenés who spout,
little boys who shout, the little girls who pout.

Host of 111, 2 teacher is somebody whe likes somebody else's

children~and still has enough strength left to go to the PTA meeting.

Thank heaven for teachers.
- ~Lederle Chevron-
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Tudsay

* Beautiful young people are accidents of nature., But beautiful
old people are works of art.

* Don't worry about finding your station in life. Somebody will
be sure to tell you where to get off.
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Leap Year

- "J.A. Doney"

Recently I was askéd the oriéin of the exéression 'Iéap-year'
and why have ladies been exteﬁded the privilege of 'dsking thé
men of their choice tg marry them in that year. As it,will soon
be spring in Englaﬁdb'when', as Tennyson tells us, 'a yqpﬁg man's
fancy' (and,I suppose, a &oung lady's fanéy, too) 'lightly turns
to fh&ughts of love' and as the year after next is a leap - year,
I thought the subject topical enough for an article. | |

Why LEAP - year? Maﬂy theor;es have béen put forward,
but none is really satisfactory. Some say that Father Time,
on his progress through the year has to leap over an extra day.
Or there is the argument that once upon a time;the extra day in
the fourth year and the one before it were regarded as one in the
eyes of the law. But only thebfegular day was considered a legal
day aﬁd the additional one was missed out or leapt over altogether.
The 'Concise Oxford Dictionaryf in its inimitabie wa&, tells us
'leap~ycar-year ‘with intercélary day (perh. because fixed festivals
after February in -- year fall two weekdays, instead of as usual

one, later than in the preceding year).

And what is the origin of the privilege that the ladies have

in a leap-year ? Legend and history both have something to say
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on thé matter. There is the following legend about the Irish
St. Pétrick which is not to be found in a ‘Lives of the Saints'
or in any other hagiblogical authorities.

One day when the good St. Patrick was walking along the
shorés of Lough Neagh, somewhere about 500 A.D., having rid
Ireland of all the snakes and similar vermin as the song tells
us:

'There's not a mile in Ireland's isle where

the dirty vermine musters;
'Where'er he put his dear forefoot he murdered them

in clusters.
'The toads went hop, the frogs went flop, slap dash into

the water,
'And the beasts committed suicide to save themselves

from alaaghter,
'Nlne hundred thousand v1pers blue he charmed

with sweet discourses
'And dined on them at Killaloo in soups and

second courses.
etcs etc.,

he met St. Bridget. With tears in her eyes she told the Saint that
she was having troublé with the ladies in her nunnery because they
were debarred the privilege of popplng the question'. In those
days cellbacy, although approved by the church as the proper life
for monks and nuns, and made binding upon the individual by a

private vow, was not enforced as a general and absolute rule for
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priests. St. Patrick, who was himself a sternly single man,
offered to concede to the ladies the privilege of p?oposing
once every seven years, But this was not good enough for St.
Bridget and throwing her arms around his neck exclaimed, ''0Oh,
Patrick, darling] daren't go back to the girls with an answer
like that. Maké it one year in four ?' To which St. Patrick
replied, 'Biddy, sweetheart, squceze me that way again, and
I'll give you leap yeér, the longest one of the lot,+ St.Bridget,
encouraged by this answer, popped the question to St. Patrick
herself. But he had taken the on of éelibacy.so he had to
patch up the difficulty as best he could with a kiss and a silk
concludes the légend

gown., 'And',/'ever since then, if a man refuses a leap-year
proposal he must pay the penalty of a silk gown and a kiss'a

So much for legend. And now‘férﬂhi."s;tory° in the year
1288, the following law, paraphrased, is said to have been pass®
in Scotland: 'It is hereby ordained that during the reign of
her most blessed Majesty, in each year known as leap-year, any
maiden lady of both high or low estate shall have the liberty .
and pri&ilege fo propose to any man she chooses. Should he réfuse
to take her as his lawful.wife (unléséed he be proven to be
betrothed) he shail{be fined the sum of one pound or less, as
his estate may be, A few years later, it appears, a similar
law was passea in.France and received the.appr;val of the king.

It is also said that before Colombus sailed on his voyage of
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discovery a similar privilege was granted to the maidens of Genoa
and Florence. However, there is no record of any fimes being
imposed under the Scottish law or any trace of the statistics of
the number . of spinsters who took advantage of the French one.

According to a curious little book entitled 'Love, Courtship
and Matrimony' published in London in 1606, the English did not
need to have the leap-year privilege forced upon them bj-law, but
allowed it to become an unwritten law of the land: 'Albeit it
nowe become a part of common lawe in regard to social relations
of life as often as every leap-year doth return, the ladyes have
the sole privilege during the time ifvéontinueth of making love,
either by wordés'of lookes, as to them it seemeth proper; and
moreover, no man will be entitled to benefit of clergy who doth
in any wise ‘treat her proposal with-sligﬁt or contumely’

Up fo within‘a couple of centuries ago it was another
umwritten law of leap=-year that if a man should decline a
proposal he should, like the géllant St. Patrick, soften the
disappointment which his answer would bring about; by the presenta-
tion of a silk dress to the unsuccessful suitor for his hand.

What about those unfortunates who are born on 29th February ?
One famous one, the composer Rossini, Qés born on February 29th,
1792.0n 29th February, 1864 he celebrated his eighteenth birthday.
In the pleasant company of friends he declared it his deliberate

purpose to turn over a new leaf and disregard the frivolities of
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youth and the indiscretion of his teens!

Back to marriage. If it is not already a custom in
Thailaﬁd, you unmarried ladies, to propose in leap year, grab
your opportunity in 1976, Should you not be succeséful; |

Shinawatara's is only just up the road.
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fLSign‘in a tailor shop : " Pants pressed in the rear while you wait.

* The nicest thing about being bald is that when company comes all yc
" have to do is straighten your tie.

* A pérson who thinks by the inch and talks by the yard should be
removed by the foot,
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. - PURPOSE
A good thing to remember, and a better
thiné to do.
Is work with the construction gang and

not with the wrecking crews’

-Gas Flame~

What the world needs is more open minds and less open mouths.
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' The trouble with most of us is that we would

rather be ruined by praise than éaved by

criticism.”
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