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Nuengruethai Chavanalikikorn. (2013). Linguistic Strategies for Conveying Humor in
Bumper Stickers. Master thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr. Ratchaneeya Klinnamhom,

Dr. Worawanna Petchkij.

This study aims to analyze syntactic structures and linguistic strategies employed
in Thai bumper stickers in order to create humor. The data were 400 Thai bumper stickers
sold in Sam Pheng area, Bangkok, and those found to be adhered at different parts of any
vehicles seen by the researcher. The data was collected between January 2009 and
December 2010. Then their syntactic and linguistic strategies were analyzed by using
linguistic approaches and theories: syntactic approaches suggested by Bandhumedha
(2011) and Phurahongse (1988), and the concept of the script opposition proposed by
Raskin (1985)

According to the data, three syntactic structures which are word, phrase and
sentence structures are found in Thai bumper stickers. In terms of word and phrase
structures only compound words and compound noun phrases can be found. For the
sentence structures, the data shows three types of sentences: single verb sentences,
compound verb sentences, and compound sentences. In addition, rhymes are also
common in sentence structures.

To create humor in Thai bumper stickers, three main linguistic strategies are shown
in the data: syntactic, semantic, and discourse strategies. Semantic strategies found are
polysemy and antonymy. Discourse strategies include excusing, implying, reversing role,
figurative as well as using idiomatic or proverbial expression, irony, hyperbole, garden path,
and rhetorical questions. Combinations of strategies are also common. Moreover, it was
found that contexts where some stickers were adhered also play an important role in

creating humor.
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Finaeing
“Is the doctor at home?” the patient asked in his bronchial whisper. “No,” the

doctor’'s young and pretty wife whispered in reply. “Come right in.”

(Raskin. 1985: 32)
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Finaging
“Who was that gentleman | saw you with last night?” “That was no gentleman. That
was a senator.”

(Raskin. 1985: 25; 81984ann Esar. 1952)
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Finaging
An aristocratic Bostonian lady hired a new chauffeur. As they started out on their
first drive, she inquired:
“What is your name?”
“Thomas, ma’am,” he answered.
“What is your last name?” she said. “l never call chauffeurs by their first names.”
“Darling, ma’am,” he replied.

“Drive on — Thomas,” she said.
(Raskin. 1985: 25; §148941N Rapp. 1951)
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Finaging
Girl: Are you fond of moving pictures?
Boy: Oh, yes, very.

Girl: Then you won't mind moving some down out of the attic for Mother.

(Oaks. 1994: 382; 81489a7n Kohl and Young. 1963)
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PREN
Question: What has four wheels and flies?

Answer: A garbage truck.
(Oaks. 1994: 385; 61984a1n Clark. 1968)
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Finaging
Why did the nutty kid throw butter out of the window?

He wanted to see a butterfly.
(Oaks. 1994: 388; 81489a1n Rosenbloom. 1976)
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