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A study on Ram Chao Ceremonial music of Mon people at Kokret Township, Pakkret
District, Nontaburi Province is a qualitative research, utilizing ethno musicological study
process. The objectives of the study are

1. To study the background, roles and functions of the Ram Chao

2. To study the pattern of Ram Chao and its related cultures in the present time

3. To analyze music used in Ram Chao

The study found that Ram Chao of Mon people at Kokret has been performed for a
long time, from generation to generation. The outstanding style of the ceremony shows the
uniqueness of Mon living in Kokret. This ceremony is still carried on until now.

The aim of Ram Chao is to pay respect to Jaow Por Num Kat Kall Chai Rit (Guardian
Spirit) The ceremony is held on ! day of the 6" lunar month annually. Since the villagers
believe that Jaow Por Num Kat Kall Chai Rit (Guardian Spirit) will always protect them from
dangers, Mon in every single village of Kokret area then genuinely take this ceremony as an
important practice. Every year there will be at least 100 villagers attend the ceremony. This
can explicitly illustrate the cooperation of the villagers and lead to sustainable conservation
of Mon’s tradition and culture at Kokret.

Ram Chao pattern are divided into six steps which are 1) inviting Jaow Por Num to
take a possession on a medium 2) offering oblation 3) announcing an incantation over
banana 4) Ram Bai Mai 5) Ram Darp and 6) cockfighting. The today obvious culture
involving with Ram Chao includes the way villagers build their house accordingly to Jaow
Por Num’s caution in order to avoid any possible dangers, agricultural profession, the use of
produce such as banana and coconut as an oblation, Mon-style costume of Jaow Por Num

and other Gods



There are six different music used in Ram Chao: 1) Pleng Ka Chern 2) Pleng YoK
Tard 3) Pleng Harp Kuay 4) Pleng Ram Bai Mai 5) Pleng Ram Darp 6) Pleng Te Kai (Toa Kin
Puk Boong) Each song is used for each step of the ceremony. All are performed by
Somijitsilp Band, which is the only Mon ensemble in KoKred.
Result Analysis

1. Pleng Ka Chern is consisted of 34 phrases, 6 Kadan, 2 keys which are Do and

Sol (C and G). There are 20 different rhythmic patterns and several styles of melodic movement.
Na Tub and Ching Pleng Ka Chern is played three variations

2. Pleng YoK Tard is consisted of 34 phrases, 5 Kadan, 2 keys which are Do and
Fa (C and F),11 different rhythmic patterns. Similar to Pleng Ka Chern, there are many styles
of melodic movement in this song. Na Tub and Ching Pleng YoK Tard is played two variations

3. Pleng Harp Kuay is consisted of 22 phrases, 3 Kadan, 3 keys which are Do, Sol
and Ti (C, G and B) and 5 rhythmic patterns with many different styles of melodic movement.
Na Tub and Ching Pleng Harp Kuay is played two variations

4. Pleng Ram Bai Mai is consisted of 34 phrases, 7 Kadan, 3 keys which are Do, Fa
and Sol (C, F and G), 14 rhythmic patterns and many different styles of melodic movement.
Na Tub and Ching Pleng Ram Bai Mai is played two variations

5. Pleng Ram Darp There are 2 phrases for Intro , 2 Kadan, one key which is Do
(C). The first passage is consisted of 8 phrases, 2 Kadan, one key which is Do (C). The second
passage is consisted of 2 phases, 3 Kadan, one key which is Do (C). There is only one
rhythmic pattern of Intro, where there are 5 rhythmic patterns at the first passage, and 10
patterns at the second passage. The melodic movement of Vark Na (Frist) and Vark Lang
(Second Frist) is in the opposite direction Na Tub and Ching Pleng Ram Darp is played two
variations as same as in Pleng Ram Bai Mai

6. Pleng Te Kai is the three-passage music. The first passage is consisted of 8 phrases,
4 Kadan, and 3 keys. The second passage is consisted of 4 phrases, 3 Kadan, and 1 key.

The third passage is consisted of 4 phrases, 2 Kadan, and 2 keys. There 6 rhythmic patterns in



the first passage, 3 patterns in the second passage, and 4 patterns in the third passage. At
the first and the second passage, the melodic movement of Vark Na (Frist) and Vark Lang
(Second Frist) is in the opposite direction. The melodic movement of Vark Na (Frist) and
Vark Lang (Second Frist) in the third passage are in the same direction. Na Tub and Ching

Pleng Te Kai is played Klaung Sog Na in two variations
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