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This thesis aims to analyze the image of marginal people and the techniques of their
presentation in young-adult ’s literature through the study of 20 literary works.

The study has found the images of marginalized people in three contexts, which are
marginalized people in the geographical and ethnic context, those in the economic context and
those in the social and cultural context. Marginalized people in the geographical and ethnic
context are hill-tribe people who are deprived of the chance to education due to poverty and
distance. They lack knowledge in public health, do farming according to the folk wisdom (the
Pagayaw group) and grow opium (the Hmong). They love their group, proud of their ethnicity
and endure being looked down upon. The Lay are the marginalized group that has a simple
lifestyle and lives in harmony with nature. They accept the government’s management their tribe
as the new Thais. Vietnamese refugees are non-nationality citizens who are not granted basic
rights as Thai citizens and the freedom in their life pursuit is limited. Marginalized people in the
economic context are beggars and vagabonds. They are deprived people who do not have a
way to earn their living and they may be physically disabled. Laborers are poor people without
working skills and whose quality of life is low. Finally, marginalized people in the social and
cultural context are orphans or the children who are deserted by their parents, lack love and are
used by some people in society as objects of welfare. Disabled children are pitiful, inferior in
their ability and suffer from ill fate. Thai Muslims are a group of people who are different from
Thai Buddhists in the way of life, race, religion and culture.

The presentation techniques of the images of marginalized people are divided into three
types: through the plot, through the characters by the direct descriptions of the writers or by the
roles of the characters, and through the setting and atmosphere. The setting may be a place,

time or a way of life or social condition.
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