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Phramahapoon Chompoophra. (2012). A comparative Study of the Mahaparinibbanasutta
and The Phranipansutra. Master of Arts. (Thai), Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor: Assistant Professor Dr.Santi Pakdeekam,

Instructor Dr. Porntada Suvatanavanich.

This thesis was aimed at comparing the Mahaparinibbanasutta and the Phranippanasutra

in three aspects, namely contents, tenets, and literary strategies.
The comparison of the contents showed that the Mahaparinibbanasutta contains eighteen
events with contents corresponding to those found in the Phranippanasutra Hymns. Only
one event-when the Buddha went into parinirvana-appears in the Mahaparinibbanasutta and
in all books of the Phranippanasutra Hymns, because it is the most important event.
Fourteen events in the Phranippanasutra Hymns differ from the Mahaparinibbanasutta.
The poets might have added more content, adopting other religious texts or scriptures and
adding their own imaginations. Five events were found only in the Mahaparinibbanasutta.

The comparison of the moral tenets revealed that Tilakkhana (the Three Characteristics),
Maranadhamma (Death), and Appamadadhamma (earnestness) appear in the Mahaparinibbanasutta
and in all books of the Phranippanasutra Hymn. The teaching about Dana (giving) appears
both in the first and second handwritten versions of the Phranippanasutra Hymns. This
shows that both handwritten versions of the Phranippanasutra Hymns focus on teaching
Dana, which is different from the Mahaparinibbanasutta, which does not emphasize Dana.
However, the teaching about Sila (rules of morality) occurs in the Mahaparinibbanasutta and
the second handwritten version of Phranippanasutra Hymns. The moral principles appearing
only in the Mahaparinibbanasutta include Aparihaniyadhamma (conditions of welfre), Bahukara-
dhamma (virtues of great assistance), Sikkha 3 (the Threefold Learning), Mahapadesa
(great authorities), Bojijhanga 7 (enlightenment factors), Sanna (perception), and Vimokkha
(liberations). The moral principles that appear only in the Phranippanasutra Hymns include
Laka-dhamma (wordly conditions), Rajadhamma (vitues or duties of the king) and Disa 6
(directions).

The comparison of the literary strategies, made only on the event where the Buddha
went into parinirvana (extinction of the Aggregates), revealed that Desanavohan (teaching
though explaining) is most applied in the Mahaparinibbanasutta and the first handwritten
version of Phranippanasutra Hymns because their goal is to teach Tilakkhana. On the
contrary, the second handwritten version of the Phranippanasutra Hymns and the print
version of the Phranippanasutra Hymns are dominant in the use of pictures because the

poets wanted to draw sorrows and imaginations in the event of the Buddha'’s parinirvana.
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