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Nitipong Punyawong. (2012). Sri Lanka Politics after Independence : The Case Study of
Tamil Rebels (1948 - 2009). Master’s Project, M.A. (History). Bangkok Graduate

School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Sanya Jeewaprasert.

Sri Lanka is a country with different ethnic groups. Out of those groups, the Tamil
and the Sinhalese have been in conflict for ages.  Since the colonial period after the
independence of Sin Lanka the prolonged conflict has never subsided. On the contrary, the
conflict has become worse. The Tamil faction has the Liberation Tiger of Tamil Eelam
playing the dominant role in fighting against the Sinhalese. Since the Sinhalese outnumber
the Tamil, they are a better position to form government all the times since the
independence and use government power as a messes to fighting against the Tamil ; as
result, the Sinhalese are in are advantageous position all the time. Notwithstanding the
advantage, the Sinhalese still have difficulty winning the fighting against the Tamil led by the
Liberation Tiger of Tamil Eelam. If is so because of the two important factors: First the
Sinhalese have no unity; there are two political parties of Sinhalese competing for political
power: the United National Party and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. Two Sinhalese Parties
have taken turns ruling the country since the independence. Second, the country has been
constantly intervened by India to show its great power in the South Asia Since the conflict
between the Sinhalese and the Tamil fails to come to an end and has lasted over 26 years
Needless to say, the conflict has careered untold damage to Sri Lanka. For instance, the
economic recession, the political instability, the loss of lives and property of all ethnic

groups living in Sri Lanka.
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Very Good Good Poor Not at all

Total 2.5 22.3 45.0 30.1
Urban 7.8 31.6 40.4 16.2
Rural 1.1 20.6 45.7 32.6
Estate 3.0 13.6 37.9 45.6
Sinhalese 2.0 21.6 44.2 32.2
Tamil 3.1 21.7 49.6 25.5
Moor 6.2 31.0 43.8 19.0
Malay — 50.0 50.0
Burgher 25.0 12.5 62.5 —

Western 5.6 27.0 42.1 25.2
Central 2.9 17.8 42.3 37.0
Southern 0.8 19.7 49.5 30.0
Northern 395 24.1 58.9 13.3
Eastern 1.5 27.3 59.3 11.9
Northwestern .6 25.7 41.9 31.8
North-central 0.6 16.6 39.2 43.6
Uva 0.6 14.4 428 42.2
Sabaragamuwa 0.7 19.1 41.5 38.6

Seource: Hettige 1999b.

MNUsznaL 1 LL@mmmmmmE-ﬁmmﬂzr’vé”mqmﬂmim’m?ﬁ?éf\‘im A.A. 1999

#i11: Deborah Winslow; & Michael D. Woost. (2004). Economy, Culture, and Civil

War in Sri Lanka. p. 121.
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