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Supak Mahavarakorn : The Role of the moon in Jatakatthakatha, 128 p.

This research aims to study the role of the moon in the Jataka-atthakatha. The data used in
this study appeared in 89 out of 547 jatakas.

The study reveals that in 89 stories and can be classified into 4 types: the moon, the moon
co-occurred with the eclipse, the moon co-occurred with the sun, and the moon
co-occurred with the sky. The moon is used to represent the wisdom of the bodhisatta and
the Buddha. It demonstrates that the bodhisatta has to overcome all the defilements and
ignorance in order to fulfill the perfection of wisdom with the aspiration to attain
Buddhahood.

The moon also becomes the setting in 36 stories. It appears as the main background
setting of the story and as the venue of Buddhist ceremonies. The use of the moon as the
setting helps to represent the emotions and feelings of the characters and to convey the
message of the stories. In addition, in seven stories the myths of the rabbit in the moon
and of the Canda Deva are told. These roles of the moon in the Jataka-atthakatha are
related and covey the Buddhist concept of wisdom.
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* The Jataka stories are a set of Indian fables which, as adapted by the Buddhists, purport
to tell the previous births of Gotama Buddha before the final birth in which he gained
enlightment, i.e. while he was still a Bodhisatta (a being destined for enlightenment). In their Pali
version, the Jataka stories consist of verses set in a prose setting. With a very few exceptions, only
the verses are regarded as canonical. The stories are arranged in nipatas, according to the number
of verses they contain, so that in the aka — nipata the stories contain only one verse. In higher —
numbered nipatas the number of verses does not always agree with the nipata number, while the
last nipata contains ten very long verse stories, and is known merely as the maha — nipata.
(K.R.Norman. (1983). Pali Literature. Wiesbaden : harrassowitz. P. 77-78)
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Asher, R.E. (1994). The Encyclopedia of language and linguistics volume 5. p. 2456.

Metaphor (from the ancient Greek verb metapherein ,to ‘carry over, transfer’) means ‘to speak about X in
terms of Y’ — ...
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™ Aristotle. (1975). The art of poetry in Aristotle. p. 315 —316. Metaphor (meta - phora) consists

in the transference (epi - phora) of a name [from the thing which it properly denotes] to some other thing; the
transference being either from genus to species, or from species to genus, or from species to species, or by
‘analogy and proportion’ (analogia)
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* Thai mural painting is a religious art, and its aim is therefore didactic. The paintings

were supposed to lead the laity in the temple to a better understanding of the Buddhist stories and
to put them into the right mood to better receive the Buddha’s preaching. (Gerhard Jaiser. (2009).
Thai Mural Painting Volume 1: Iconography, Analysis & Guide. Bangkok : White Lotus Co.,Ltd. p.1)
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“ The full moon was considered an occasion for celebration...In religion and mythology

the moon plays a variety of roles. It is personified as a male or female divinity, or, like the sun,...a
god of destruction or of birth and growth.

An early recognition of a connection with menstruation gave rise to the conception of the
moon as the guardian of the female cycle and of birth...The discovery that the moon is the closet
celestial body to the earth led to the idea that the moon was the “abode of souls,” a way station to

immortality...In the ancient Chinese division of the universe into yang (hot, dry, strong, male) and yin
(cool, moist, weak, female) the moon is considered yin..The new or full moon is the time foe white magic.
Mircea Eliade (Editor in chief). The Encyclopedia of Religion Volume 9. p. 83 — 84.

* Malalasekera, G.R. (1974). Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. Vol 1. London: The Pali Text
Society.

“* “The moon; generally spoken of as a deva.” “The Bodhisatta, born as a kinnara. For details see the
Canda-kinnara Jataka.” “A mountain in Himava, where lived the kinnara, Canda, with his wife. It is also called
Candaka and Candapassa.” (Malalasekera, G.R. (1974). Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. Vol I. London: The
Pali Text Society. P.844).
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“ 1. Candima, Candimasa, Canda,- The name of the devaputta whose abode (vimana) is the moon

(Canda), sometimes also called Candima. The moon is forty-nine leagues in diameter and appears in the world
at the wish of the Abhassara Brahmas, who are the first inhabitants of the earth, hence its name (amhdakam
chandam 7atva viya utthito, tasma cando hotii ti). Candima is also included among the Catummaharajika
devas because he lives in their world. There are other devas besides Canda who dwell in the moon. According
to the Bilarikosiya Jataka, Sariputta, having once given alms, was born as Canda, while in the
Sudhabhojana Jataka it is Moggallana who was so born. The moon cannot move in the sky without the
permission of Candima, and he can stop its movement at will. It is said that once, when Candima was seized by
Rahu Asurinda, he invoked the Buddha in a verse and the Buddha asked Rahu to set him at liberty, which
request was granted. The deva Candimasa who is mentioned as visiting the Buddha is probably identical
with Candima. The moon was worshipped when children were desired. The Sasa Jataka (No.513) gives
details of the story of how, as a result of the Bodhisatta’s sacrifice when born as a hare, Sakka painted the
figure of a hare on the moon. Which sign will be seen throughout this kappa. Malalasekera, G.R. (1974).
Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. Vol 1. London: The Pali Text Society. P.854.

1 @anel aUUAAIUS. (n&eb). ARTUALAIAUI. Wi vce.

> \fuesfuaiumseanisreaszinmenl Axnuanduiifenegfeii oo U Asdanfudumend oo e

s o

Lﬁ"ﬂ\‘iﬂ’)uLﬂHﬁ?@NVﬁuLﬂu NI

L]

niuA wensniasanawniasaynan liiededAemaiuet



el

[ % =R o a o o =& 1 o E%Z g a [~1 ' =S a [~1
AIRNINITAUN TSN TUTMRUN TN wavyinweadeuiulilsalliAnduing aunadu
NILAUNTLAN AN LA TN ZAUNTUUNIS"

wrzdunsadunilalumnnsziasd dailuafizesnieanaansluszuugiadnsig

a o o

PrqEuNTLDe  WHeIRINHANITaI TN NTEIAT TR A NANT SR L TT AT TN BNy

v v
a

INNNTZLAPIZURNTINAY o @9A TN Wezending wazdund wezdinns weens wezwgiayum

WIZANT NILAANT UATENIINNIEIYUATHIZINAFIE UNNATIAIEENDNTaUTNIUNNUNATIZS

o = o

dal o 9 = | Yo a o = I A dl 1
wanani wezdunfdalgunidumniinufianziueendeunile wrenBaniudd
I~ = ¥
“WzBA” Bnsog
AN INAIENLng Fasnsrdunsileniincutinannn aunateilufiuuEes

$IANAUNT VFDAUNIAITNA AL

WI¥aY WITAUNS uaznszenine wsiRnuingtiy seNlGFealngsiADaiLA
> 5 o S ooy Y I =
ATaRINANLNIENn A ARTImanamenenfaiulilinanegsldnuiiengn syl

a

=3

| v
Autldusgensspaunad Iidasudodumanisnaaadildaninengnlidnsa
v

nezafing wizduns Lﬂumf;magﬂuﬁﬂixquﬁu diunszaayUaesduniain
@mﬁ]mm’u&uﬁmﬂwa‘:mmmﬁﬁmqmm Wizmmmiﬂ%ﬁqLm@"ﬂiﬁwgﬂmxmﬂ
1adesviauwlinig vewindunsegsydunn uwineuanaielunszing Auus
&umwa‘:wgéﬁﬁfgLfluﬁmgﬁ“ummqﬁmﬁummﬁum’ﬁ:@am Ineazdunszaunsuay

A oa = P Y v v o s A . e P
wezanimdnuvTean Iidun suduAn dnaunszqung Fandn @MW?UT’WH n78

e

“GUNTATIA" ENaNNTzeint [aNGn “GFeLlsIAl” Vs “4imTa

1%

X o o o a L o Ad A o X
UaNAINU mﬂmﬂgLifawummﬁzﬂuumuwumummmLumﬂuwwﬁm@m JU

o dl dd; v a o IS i// tﬁl zj/ v o v a d‘
@Nﬂﬁuﬂmﬁ“ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ@ﬁ’&') B HUAT en AW ATIUUILFATNN an LLE"I‘V]’]‘]_qI WI‘VI‘LI@’] AUNERN

dunasunldunns ynsausaslddutu douaugainutadunasiutuivaaslaiu

a '

< a 4 o d y - <
aefianuinesiaaienszynlduny Aeauiniedugiud selidunszending
Naupunassaidunszdung doutdesgariaslidaisenialugln azldunisuas
W3z AATUAzUAINITAUNS eV o au meldAlliAsdudsesngiu lnaau

gaviauiadunszaypesianszaineduarnsriunsogiana ™

b

o dyd £ 1 o v 1 =3 3 ¥ 1 e o a Cd @
Auuiifiainsaiu WWun wezumasfanszaanginddnegin werendaanfsud™ (as09 ATWAL) uay
d.naneey

“wyad ufoynen. (neek). AUnIAna : A 1w @199unsudmusssn Inen1ANaN 18 e. W o cloal.

& U a ¥ a
WUANAN. UUNAN.



211~

Ugn narfgaIsn VRRAWOLTIIGEY NN9ITAPTIANUUGTHATNALATAUNTATIA YR
FUTIR N IAedATeiANUINETEATIALAZAUNTATIAA T WINTATUTN R N taun Tnwain
Inldas v nae ndy sy nedan na1e Insilnann menianatsuasing
nAls ;’fm"ﬂél%m@uLLmﬁmmqmﬁmuﬁmmmﬁnmimm%‘wLL@:Lﬁ@mmw‘hmuzﬁﬂmfmmmz

a

FuNsATa NaniFaaan e nuuEeld « wuy 1Aun wuuFesnuiufewmssy uam

ANHITRAUANTRIAUINNAUFLUENENANNNNEAIAUY wuLFesiTamzianziuuas ligeniu

THFUBNENANINNNE AT wazLULEes anduns aviagd unuugesluafnaunni -

a a o dl g o V& a dl dl a e o r-dl o o 1
RRY) U3 EFRIUNN ILRUANAAAINITBLIRINTZ AR — W@mummmmmﬂglu
Aapnlne™
o c o A [ % e‘d‘ 1 o . .
nezdunfdaianuminanedyanenimitaula satsnglu Dictionary of Symbols
o dsj
U

wezdunfifludydnwaizestanaansiie Waan... nezdunsludnmannissinge
. o A -y M -
VUANA wazduniiden datanainaseiou arnnidsaiiull luacudnaes
uyse wardunfidudydnsalaeenisasuliuandingaaunig uazaNaeg
niginalus. .
wazduniiiludnydneairasanuinliundenisaeuiie aramedasna Aasdui
azmau... nzdunsiiludnaneninesnnnunlinisanisaiufnfitiaetinaants foe
WANRTN ANIANAR uazANIT lndnsaset wasiBansatinay Tnatdeil wezdung
¥ KR @G o o rdlun/ru/ -=l|rz -=4||o o =R A | fro oD
uwazunifnanfludaydnsaiduiusiu Lilumeuandnnalunszdunfastewdu ‘i
dounszanneidu vwe9” werdunfiduin duinsiunszaningiidulv aonwdun
o [ % a o dl 7 o a % %
Auiudiuannieu Hamlauazgguuisssnssduiunaliuazggieu...
wezdunfidudundniuguiadnansdan dudaaussqunenns. .
! = o a v [ a = o -4
dupgaiulanesrusAlusnnielsl (@i 918131 waziedleds) wezduns
Wuwaradaunszanindidunwandgs Tidwmazlunainanedu anidunas
g dad .y - . .
Reuadn Wnamangannanaumnsseuaziiunalliveednd gguaznesnisany
wrzdunidadumanieluninuAnrematasusinerdusenugududnuvasdon

NITAUNFADILAITINNS I NAN AL

*gn nadgantl. (edel). NNIATTANUNUETUATALAZAUNIATIATRITUT AN, InenTinug a.u.

(M lve). ngamwe : doudisanende aiiasnsniuminende.



oned

mmmﬁadwm:wwﬁLffiﬁﬂi:ﬁuﬂﬂLﬁmamﬁléﬁumtﬁ@Lﬂunm e U WY
nawiladeuniutsasaasnsruniwed neufinszynoesfazniafuazusy
Wezlnnau

wersunfidufinnresiniuliugla daunu uazanuide ANUJIRsi1e NN
dangiluindleda 8an15 enfindia lae1un vse Hecate uaziiudtyanwnidndny
WIANgNA TUNNTMUEITH UATNEANNALTE ;TqLwiqmﬁ@uﬂa:fiﬁmmmi’@uﬁqﬁ@ffgﬁu

Tufinudfursn frunu piigu Gnuitui waznINUEN9 nezdunfifly
Arydnmniaeand Lﬂuwﬁ\iLm'ﬁ?imﬁ“umqwﬁ\iﬁuﬂmgmﬂluﬂwmmm\imwgmu

anysnirasnTuavdns uarnanua et lunisytnssuias i)

a.da WezAuUnslunszlasilgn
Tunszgaiuntlgn Usangwsegaainaaiunssdunsuanansegns Hun Suiingnai o
JunUu1gns AUTNNAGAIN o AUNUGRTN & LAZAUTNgRT lunszgaauattnanaiy

wazdunfludneasidusiium Wwmiypsuasiduaanfzay

n1sna1atenszAun S luansaeiidumiuiuianugeinisfindunglsan delu

'
a Pl

AUNNGATN o« NaadmRNegsunssylassduiinmoynsdndumeensznnaidn

™ The Moon is a symbol of life-rhythms...The moon also symbolizes passing time, living time,
which it measures by its successive and regular phases...To humans the Moon became the symbol of this
passage from life to death and from death to life and was even regarded by some peoples as the place where
this transition took place...

The Moon is a symbol of knowledge acquired coldly, logically and in graduated stages....the
moon is a symbol of knowledge acquired through reflection, that is, theoretical, conceptual and rational
knowledge. In this respect Moon and owl are linked symbolically together. This is also the reason why the
moon is yin, being passive and receptive, relative to the Sun’s yang. The Moon is Water relative to the
Sun’s fire, cold relative to heat, and symbolically north and Winter in opposition to south and Summer...

The Moon holds the seeds of cyclical rebirth and is the chalice which contains the beverage of
immortality,...

Similarly throughout the southern Semitic world (Arabia, the Sahara and Ethiopia) the Moon is
male and the Sun female. This is because night is cool and restful and the best time for these nomads to
travel with their herds and camel-caravans. The Moon is also regarded as male by many settled races. It
guides in the darkness...

Buddhist believe that the Buddha meditated for twenty-eight days under a fig-tree, that is, a
lunar month or complete cycle of our sublunary world, before he attained Nirvana and acquired perfect
knowledge of the mysteries of the universe...

The Moon is the well-spring of countless myths, legends and cults, providing such goddness as
Isis, Ishtar, Artemis, Diana or Hecate with its image, and is a cosmic symbol throughout every age, from
time immemorial to the present, and common to every culture.

In myth, legend, folklore, folktale and poetry the Moon is the symbol of the female deity and the
fruitful forces of life incarnate in the deities of plant and animal fertility and mingled in the worship of the
Great MOTHER goddness.Jean Chevalier and Alain Gheerbrant. (1996). 4 Dictionary of Symbols. p. 669-
673.
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