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Komet Chongcharoen. (2012). Music for Lakhon Chatree Theatre: A Case Study of Khru
Thongbai Rueng-non Troupe. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee:

Dr. Manop Wisuttipat, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kanchana Intarasunanont.

The objectives of this research were to study historical background, current status
and the music for Lakhon Chatree Theatre of Khru Thongbai Rueng-non Troupe.

The findings of the study reveal that the casts of Lakhon Chatree Theatre of Khru
Thongbai Rueng-non Troupe were originally from Nakhon Si Thammarat, who migrated to
Bangkok since the King Rama Il reign and settled their residence in Sanam Krabue or
Sanam Khwai area (Larnluang Road). They set up the drama performance group and have
been engaged for performance ever since.

Khru Thongbai Rueng-non, son of Mr. Phoon and Mrs. Chue Rueng-non, was born
on Sunday, 5th lunar month in the Year of the Tiger, equivalent to A.D. 1921. He had three
siblings. He first married Miss Somsri and they had 6 children. Subsequently,he married
Miss Jamriang and bore a son. Khru Thongbai Rueng-non was given training in the art of
Lakhon Chatree Theatre performance by his father. As a consequence, he was competent
in playing Thai traditional music, performing Likae, Khone and Jam-uad (clown act) etc. He
has transferred his knowledge in the performing arts to his offspring and relatives who
finally make a living from the performing arts. Khru Thongbai Rueng-non has become well-
known and socially recognized in Lakhon Chatree Theatre and was given a royal insignia
and award as a National Artist in Performing Arts (Lakhon Chatree Theatre) from the Office
of National Culture Commission in 2007. At present Khru Thongbai Rueng-non troupe still
accept invitation for performance by his descendants.

The music used in the performance of Lakhon Chatree Theatre of Khru Thongbai
Rueng-non troupe originally consisted of traditional Chatree Theatre musical
instruments.Which are Pi , Tone , Klong Tuk and Ching. Later a Ranad Ek was added to
the band. Currently , the performance is accompanied by Pipat ensemble. As for the
rituals used in the prelude, preamble and Ramsad (dance), the original instruments for
Chatree Theatre are still used. However, when the show begins, the Pipat ensemble are

played instead.
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