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SAMCHUK, THE RETROMARKET: THE POLITICS OF SPACE AND THE
BUSINESS OF NOSTALGIA
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The objectives of this research were to study Samchuk, the retromarket in the context of the
politics of space and the business of nostalgia. The methodology of this research was a qualitative study.
The findings indicated that the tactics of power of people in Samchuk that were used to contest,
negotiate and protect their places from demolition by The Treasury Department were 1) the production of
a new meaning for Samchuk market as “Samchuk, the one hundred year old market” or ‘Samchuk, the
Retromarket’ 2) the revitalization of Samchuk’s identities from the past such as Sunthorn Phu and Nirat
Supan, Khunjumnongjeenarak, appliances, stories from local peoples’ memories and daily foods to be
commodities in the present, in order to increase tourist consumption and 3) the enhancement of local
cultural heritage to be regarded as a part of national and international cultural heritages. The results of
this research can be used as a model to comprehend the communities that are passing into the business
of nostalgia tourism and the communities which engage with the politics of space that occur in Thailand

and other countries around the world.

Keywords: Samchuk market, retromarket, politics of space, business of nostalgia
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