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The purpose of this research was to survey family life of adolescents with severe
intellectual disability on 4 aspects: characteristics and status of their caretakers, characteristics
and status of adolescents with severe intellectual disability, involvement within family in
caretaking and supporting adolescents with severe intellectual disability, and service
accessibility of adolescents with severe intellectual disability. Data were analyzed according to
the location of the family’s residence: urban, suburban, and rural areas. One hundred and two
families of adolescents with severe intellectual disability participated in this survey. They were
recruited via regional and provincial special education centers, and special education schools
using the two-stage sampling. The Family Life Questionnaire was designed to collect wide
ranging information. Data were analyzed using percent, descriptive statistics, Chi-square, one-
way ANOVA, and Scheffe’ method.

The results revealed that:

1. Majority of the caretakers were female, 50-59 years of age, and married. Most of
caretakers received primary education and worked as labor workers. Their family’s monthly
income was below 5,000 baht.

2. Majority of adolescents with severe intellectual disability were male, 17 years of
age, and they have merely intellectual disability. The disability was noticed at birth or in the first
year of life. When they were sick, the adolescents were taken to the hospital rather than other
types of medical service providers. Most of them were taken to the hospital to only receive
medical services. Most of the adolescents never received a dental check. Moreover, most of
those adolescents received educational services from two educational organizations.

3. Daily living skills of adolescents with severe intellectual disability living in three
locations were at a moderate level. Considering each aspect of the daily living skills, self-help
skill of those adolescents in three locations was at a high level; their communication skill was at
a moderate level; home-living skill of those adolescents in urban and suburban areas was
moderate while the skill of the individuals in the rural area was low; community-living skill of the
adolescents in urban and rural areas was moderate while the skill of those in suburban was at

a low level. Emotional and behavioral problems of the adolescents with severe intellectual



disability living in urban and suburban areas were at a low level while the problem of those
adolescents in the rural area was at a moderate level.

4. Involvement of family members in caretaking and supporting adolescents with
severe intellectual disability living in three locations, as a whole, was at a moderate level. The
family members in three locations took roles in caretaking and supporting the adolescents with
severe intellectual disability at a moderate level. Considering each role, family members
moderately took responsibility in educating and physical rehabilitating the adolescents, but
when the adolescents were sick, family members in the urban and rural areas participated in
caring them at a high level while the suburban counterparts took responsibility at a moderate
level. Relationships among family members were rated by caretakers in three locations at a
moderate level, though each aspect was rated differently. Information-sharing and decision-
making within families of caretakers in three locations was at a moderate level, as well as
positive feelings toward each other. While the families in urban and suburban areas spent
leisure time together at a high level, the families in rural area moderately spent leisure time
together.

5. Service accessibility of the adolescents with severe intellectual disability was rated
moderate. Considering each service, the adolescents in urban and rural areas were able to
access the medical services at a high level, but was at a moderate level from their suburban
counterparts. The adolescents with severe intellectual disability in all locations of residence
accessed to the educational services at a moderate level. Adolescents in urban and suburban
areas accessed to social welfare services at a low level while those in the rural area
moderately accessed to social welfare services.

6. Gender, level of education, and occupation of the caretakers; family’s monthly
income; educational history of the adolescents; and accessibility to social welfare services
among families living in three locations were statistically significantly different at .05 level.
However, the statistically significant differences of daily living skills, and emotional and
behavioral problems of the adolescents; involvement of family members in caretaking and
supporting the adolescents; and accessibility to medical and educational services were not

found.
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Mutitwaangdnsawianzay Wudn (Ao fegaIsns. 25531: 150; AN WIATINY.
2544: 15; Crane. 2002: 201; Gudalefsky; & Madduma. 2005: 135; Thomas. 1998: 225)
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