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Psychiatry and the Empowerment of Siamese Government
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Abstract

This article investigates the empowerment of Siamese government during the end of 1890s to
1910s which was the period of Western modernization in Siam. The study focuses on an analysis of medical
knowledge application to state empowerment according to Michel Foucault’s analysis approach to this issue
in the early modern period of Western societies (17th-18th Centuries)

The article studies the cases of applying psychiatry to control “madmen” who were marginal people
in the society. From the study of historical information, it shows that before the psychiatric knowledge was
adopted into Siamese society, the diagnosis and management for who was a “madman” was based on
traditional Thai medical knowledge or opinion from political leaders. Once the psychiatric knowledge was
brought to Siam, the diagnosis and management of “madmen” was based on this modemn knowledge along
with the training and punishment required to keep the “madmen” in discipline in the same way of

establishment of the state power over the population who was treated as a “madman” in Western society.

Keywords: psychiatry, madman, bio politics
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nseawnIes “dilygy” lunsszanaudisineiiuguassing vaivutulnasesneenngunugyatiui

|
lo

" (Wunws ogiledl, wwnAw 2553: 81-83,91 ; AU UV, 2544: 132-142; iulagrena)

U

“EUnRY

niegrmisfinansliifiuinSgusovutuunaseadlvegasusuadelnddnisnadiudiiiuaisuas

A

Zyl?
0]

Inndiansalderutuunases Wnnegluanueifonnsinadss dunuldainnsdives ne. 5. nua1u Juaegn

'
o o o

wizumamdanszaseundnitegmilisudiddinluedly “lsudecin” wielsmervanudsadaduna 7 Ju

L]

Wesnndodeudunilswes n.e.s. auaiu Naslunilideasudszinmanioamnseninisaeuadenysaloviedu

v 3 3

ws1dasudswiieinndnsdesrgaineveanyglaiivie “auianszdngnlung” nawnaderemszosn
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aumadial wagauy, 2556) Bnvadisingdttuadenszumaniianszanginaiegn ladnisenidnnisseu
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U
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YosmudsasanuuIwnmdunulvely 8 Usenishe

1) Sunsrzanumdng uoulindu Aulallduszanm 18-15 Yu gaaseyndnaulunesive flsusiatu

naeatduUszam viiendnie

- Ussdfimansia:ussmya - 446



SI"’IARTS \”“ swmuﬁutﬁ'a\mmmsUs:qu3mn155:ﬁumﬁ SMARTS ASuA 8

2) twnsgaunsznuads Tonsididiiu wewlivdu sudszmusmnsldudgaaseynilunssin 3 u 4
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TudsaunzSunnasiolusl 1esaniinsdiernnuimssunmdaielnife armiFudanvmansuldlunis

° v U v 6

Aadsuazirdngvae densauaunaziniveligUaelulsmenuialsada suilunisdadiduanuduiusids

va o

grunaszninedgiv “autn” Tudnvausaisgdudidnanuauly “autr” sgluiiufinmenmiisyinue fie aelu

Tsaneua naenauliwnmdlugiugdunuresigisnnalumsinds auau adny “auth”

- Ussdfimansia:ussmya - a47



SI"’IARTS \”“ s1ao1u€ru1ﬂaoa1nn1sUs:qu3mn155:ﬁumﬁ SMARTS ASuA 8

wgiinstien “anuth” wagisnmsdansiu “euth” TudseuaeudisUatenmssy 2440 -nensy 2460
fidnvamfertuludnuny fusnalflml iWesmnduiusiuaefsasienszumaniansyasomnditogiadudy
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AN Yayvid. (2544). EUAIUENIABENY. (WuiATan 2). uunys: 1Deige.
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yidnR Honay. (2550). Walsa $19n8 wazigawnssu: YszdAmansmawwdadslmiludeaulneg. ngunme:
dINANUAaINTRUNTINede.
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upFun$ wailasini. (2538). n.as. pranufuniedesesdan levisedyyuszmeu. lu oestan: wiide
trgellygayrszanvu. wih (7)-(15). ngamme: aunesfinsainlng-qUu.
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